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Context

I should venture to assert that the most 
pervasive fallacy of philosophic thinking 

goes back to neglect of context.
--John Dewey
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Context

I should venture to assert that the most 
pervasive fallacy of archival thinking lies in 

under-appreciating the primary importance of 
context.

--Dennis Meissner

“The purpose of archival 
description is to identify and 

explain the context and 

content of archival material in 
order to promote its 

accessibility.”
--ISAD(G)
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Context shapes and defines content
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Different Roles 

 Bibliographic Name 
Authorities

– Differentiate Names

 Archival Context

– Differentiate Names

– Provide biographical 
information

– Explain relationship to 
records
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Archival Authority Record
ISAAR (CPF)

 Identity (forms of name)

 Description (dates, history, places, legal 
status, mandates, internal structure, other 
contexts)

 Relationships

Minnesota Photographers Database

 5000 individuals and businesses

 Doing business in MN 1850-1920s (bulk)

 Very popular resource for MN photographic 
history

 25% have images cataloged in art & photo 
database (300,000 images)
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Minnesota Photographers Database:  
Data Sources

 Staff research files  (1940s-- )

 74 research notebooks 

 Databases  (1994-2000)

 Homemade XML syntax (2002-- )

Minnesota Photographers Database:  
Data Elements

 Personal name (last, first, middle, prefix, suffix)

 Corporate name (business name, principal)

 Variant names

 Demographics (birthplace, birth date, death place,  death 
date, gender, ethnicity)

 Business information (place, name, place-date, location,  
address, flourish dates, predecessor,  successor, moved to)

 Notes
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Minnesota Photographers Database

Homemade XML DTD
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Homemade XML DTD:  Structure

Homemade XML DTD:  Structure
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Homemade XML DTD:  Content

Homemade XML DTD:  Content
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Migration to EAC

 2006 Data Conversion and Migration Project 
(Monica Ralston)

 Modified both DTD and data to more closely parallel EAC
 Created DTD to EAC data map
 JAVA transformation script
 Batch process
 Converts each XML instance (photographer or studio) into an 

EAC instance
 Output log products

– Index between biographical entries and EAC filenames
– Generates individualized URL for each name that can 

search images in VRDB
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