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Abstract: How can archivists work with scholars, researchers, and community users to promote 
lesser-known personal histories of women (including women of color) held by archives, 
communities, and families? “Minor” archives can provide first-hand historical accounts in many 
forms including unpublished manuscripts, autobiographies, diaries and journals, and 
correspondence, bearing witness to history that is relatively inaccessible to the general public. 
What might it take for these personal narratives to become public history? Through a proof-of-
concept grant funded by the University of California Humanities Research Institute, a group of 
feminist scholars, creative writers, artists, and archivists have explored transparency and new 
approaches to archival descriptive practice, access, and the construction of history through 
archives. 
  
In this platform talk, the speakers will share a preliminary report from the research project and 
seek input from archivists at all levels who work with manuscripts in a variety of institutional 
contexts. Because the project is speculative, the speakers will share critique and exploration of 
future possibilities, including large-scale partnerships to facilitate access to family and 
community archives and under-exposed manuscripts in institutional archives across the US, 
imagining new approaches to archival description, forming communities of reciprocal practice, 
and supporting more networked archival information. 
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