Visual Literacy for Photograph Collections

Agenda
9:00-9:15 Introduction & exercises



Exercise 1:Objective identification 




Exercise 2: Photograph as artifact

9:15-11:00:  The Photograph as Artifact 


A. Technology & Format 



B. Object & Image 



C. Visual Elements -The Photographer’s Vocabulary




Exercise 3 What evidence?




Exercise 4: What is wrong with this statement about the photograph?
11-11:15: Break
11:15-12:15: Elements of Visual Literacy - part 1 


A. The Photographer’s Message 



Exercise 5: Why is the piano in the yard?




Exercise 6: What is the difference in the messages?




Exercise 7: What is wrong with this interpretation?



B. The Collective Life of Photographs



Exercise 8: Why did this particular photograph become famous?

12:15 – 1:15 Lunch
1:15-2:00: Discussion/exercise – one method to interpret a photograph – pt1



A Viewer’s Guide to Looking At Photographs by John T. Brooke  
2:00-3:00: Elements of Visual Literacy--part 2  



A. Context 



Exercise 9: What do these photographs have in common?



B. Codes –shortcuts to meaning 




Exercise 10: Why is this the most famous unknown photograph of 9/11?



C. Manipulating images



Exercise 11: What is wrong with these photographs?




Exercise 12: What is wrong with this photograph?



Exercise 13: So what’s going on here?
3:15-3:30:  Break
3:30-4:00: Discussion/exercise – one method to interpret a photograph – pt 2


A Viewer’s Guide to Looking At Photographs by John T. Brooke

4:00- 5:00: Some reasons why it is important to know these things


A For efficient management of photograph collections


B. Photo management practices-can unintentionally obscure or change the 




meaning of photographs


C. Photo management practices-“original order” can be confused with



custodial or physical order 



D  How photographers themselves obscure information


E. How money can be wasted through lack of understanding the medium

