THNOC Statement on Potentially Harmful or Offensive Language and %
Imagery in Catalog Records

THNOC attempts to describe archival, library, and museum materials in a manner that is
respectful to the individuals and communities who create, access, and are represented
in the collections we manage. However, users of our catalog records and finding aids
may encounter offensive or harmful images and/or language, including racist, sexist,
homophobic, or ableist words and violent or triggering imagery. We have initiated an
ongoing process of reviewing all of our cataloging to remediate potential problems with
offensive language.

1. For catalog information written by current or former THNOC staff, we will revise old records
that do not conform to acceptable language standards while continuing to adhere to
approved standards in creating new records. Our goal is to limit huma&@\as and be as

transparent and objective as possible when presenting objects ar@;\&ormation.

2. For catalog information based on language choices and ter Ka\glogy shared with other
institutions, such as Library of Congress Subject Heaqigg (LCSH), we will make an effort
to balance the value of shared information and stan&é"dized language with the need for
updating old terminology. We are aware that so& CSH terms are outdated and harmful,
and we support efforts throughout the Iibraréégd archives profession to update and change
these terms. %Q

‘AQQ

3. For catalog information that is ba@on the original language used in the historical items,

such as published book titles(éga other creator-supplied titles, we will use the best
professional practices of‘lgi@%ries, museums, and archives to determine if the accurate
description of the iterw@\r)equires that we allow the offensive language to remain in the
records. As a g% | rule we will provide additional context where offensive language
occurs so that we can be clear that our acknowledgment of the historical existence of
offensive language is not an endorsement of such language or an uncritical tolerance of the
perpetuation of such language.

We invite users of our catalog records to present concerns about offensive and harmful

language or imagery to our staff. We also welcome feedback from our users regarding

any inaccuracies or deficiencies in our catalog information. Please send your comments
to reference@hnoc.org



http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27ARCHITECTURE%20AND%20URBAN%20DEVELOPMENT%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Commerce,%20Industry%20and%20Agriculture%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Fine%20and%20Decorative%20Arts%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Geography%20and%20Land%20Tenure%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Historical%20Eras%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Literary%20Arts%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Local%20Life%20and%20Customs%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Military%20History%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Music%20and%20Performing%20Arts%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Politics,%20Government%20and%20Law%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Science%20and%20Technology%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?UNIONSEARCH&APPLICATION=THNOC&LANGUAGE=144&ERRMSG=[WWW_THNOC]No_Record.htm&EXP=COLLE_THEME_CL%20%27Social%20History%27
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?get&file=%5BWWW_THNOC%5DADV_search.htm
http://hnoc.minisisinc.com/THNOC/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?get&file=%5BWWW_THNOC%5Dsearchhelp.htm
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in the collections we manage. However, users of our catalog records and finding aids
may encounter offensive or harmful images and/or language, including racist, sexist,
homophobic, or ableist words and violent or triggering imagery. We have initiated an
ongoing process of reviewing all of our cataloging to remediate potential problems with
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professional practices oféi@%ries, museums, and archives to determine if the accurate
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offensive language is not an endorsement of such language or an uncritical tolerance of the
perpetuation of such language.
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https://www.facebook.com/THNOC
https://instagram.com/visit_thnoc/
https://www.youtube.com/user/THNOCVIDEO/
https://twitter.com/visit_THNOC
https://www.hnoc.org/contact-us
https://www.hnoc.org/hours
https://www.hnoc.org/join
https://www.hnoc.org/about/newsroom
https://www.hnoc.org/privacy-policy
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