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Abstract: The Library of Congress’ Prints and Photographs Division possesses a collection of
photographs taken by Chilean-American photographer Camilo José¢ Vergara. There are over
5000 photographs at present and the collection is expected to increase to 10,000 photographs.
Many of these consist of time-lapse sequences of individual locations taken in US inner cities
from the 1970s to the present. The sequences document the changing nature of these
communities. They also display diverse aspects of African-American and Hispanic creativity in
creating art and adapting old buildings to new purposes. Vergara was a pioneer in bringing much
of this material to public attention.

I investigated the following question: How does one optimally take Vergara’s photographs of
locations and create timelines to display each sequence of photographs next to a map of the
geographic location photographed?

To answer this question, [ used a number of tools. First, I standardized Vergara’s sample photo
metadata, using OpenRefine. Then, I used Google Maps and a latitude/longitude locating website
to pinpoint the exact coordinates of 28 of Vergara’s photograph sites. After these two steps were
complete, I experimented with various applications for displaying maps and timelines. I chose
TimeMapper, an open-source application. While imperfect, this program easily displayed all the
photographs corresponding with maps of the locations. I learned two lessons from this project: 1)
Keep experimenting (When installation of one application failed, TimeMapper provided an
acceptable alternative); 2) Reach out for help (I contacted the co-creator of TimeMapper, and
suggested refinements for the future when funds are available).
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