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Abstract: Most, if not all, archival repositories are faced with significant backlogs of unprocessed
materials that are inaccessible to researchers. In attempting to address the barrier to access these
backlogs represent, archivists have attempted to streamline processing using a variety of approaches,
including "More Product, Less Process." While these techniques have had an impact, there is still
much to be done. On May 16-17, 2011, the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study hosted a
Workshop on Technology and Archival Processing. The event brought together a carefully chosen,
cross-disciplinary group of archivists and technology leaders to examine new ways to leverage
technology to improve access to information in archives. Attendees were asked to consider a set of
use cases that illustrated archivists' current workflows and the pressures of significant backlogs in all
formats, including non-digital material. The technologists were challenged to think about how recent
advances in automation and visualization could assist in the descriptive process, while archivists
were challenged to re-envision our own practices. Each use case was grounded in real-world
scenarios of access and use. This platform presentation will present a description and outcomes of the
workshop with a discussion of the implications and potential impact of opportunities that emerged
from the event.
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