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Research Problems
1. An archivist at a university with a large film studies program has heard that many independent film makers, while producing important cultural and documentary works, do not follow very good archiving practices. Since her university has graduated several important film makers she decides to explore this area with the idea to both building her collecting and providing a service to the archival and film fields. What research can help her determine how best to proceed?
2. An archivist of a photography collection observes that users often come in with specific topics for which they request images and that it is often difficult to satisfy these information needs. How does he proceed to investigate this area and potentially improve his service to his users?
3. An archivist wants to evaluate how well users can find materials on her repository’s rather complex website. What does she do?

4. A reference archivist teaches many classes to students across campus.  Budget cutbacks make her consider dropping this activity. Is it a good use of her time for her repository, the students, and the faculty? What research will help her determine this?
5. An archivist with a large genealogical collection (materials genealogists frequently use) wants to improve access, collections, and services for his users. What data does he collect and analyze to determine the best course of action?
6. An archivist is charged with preserving the university’s digital records. After much reading and many workshops she comes to realize that preservation metadata is very important. When she looks at the preservation metadata standards, and metadata standards in general, they all seem to require more effort than her repository can apply to these materials. What research will help her make good choices as to how much metadata to apply and which standards to use?

7. A repository does not have the resources to digitize entire collections but would like to mount several exhibits on its website. Not having done this in the past the archivist is unsure of which materials to include and how many and whether or not to provide transcripts of hand-written documents. How does he proceed?
8. Meissner and Greene advocate less processing and more product. An archivist wonders if this model will be sufficient for her archives. What research will help her to determine this?

9. An archivist is charged with setting up an institutional repository on campus. Information Technology Services will supply the technology infrastructure but she needs to determine content. The Vice Chancellor for Research wants this to be a preservation space for research data produced on campus. What research will help her design, implement, and advertise this repository?

Practical Exercises
Please break into groups of 3-4 individuals. Select 2 of the above scenarios or make up one of your own. You will be working with this group and these scenarios for each of the exercises. You may embellish the scenarios with more detail as necessary.
1. Develop well-constructed research goals and questions for your selected scenarios. Remember that they should be significant, clear, operationalizable, and measurable.

2. Select appropriate methodologies to operationalize your research questions. You may pick one or more approaches for the scenarios you selected in exercise 1. Please indicate why you selected a particular method or methods, what types of data it will yield, how the data will be analyzed, and what you envision as potential difficulties.

3. Now that you’ve conducted your study you need to tell the world about your hard work and findings. List potential publishing/dissemination venues in order of preference. Indicate why you have made each selection. Optional: Think through a basic design for a research poster on the selected study.
