From Personal Memory to National Archival Resource: a Case Study on
Shenyang Family Archives

TIANJIAO QI, PhD

Abstract: Family archiving has gained nation-wide attention since 1980s in China and has
become significant method for citizens to participate in recordkeeping and archiving. However,
how can the scattered family materials become the systematic national archival resource? This
poster explores the case experience of Shenyang Family Archives, which is the first digital
archives for family memory in Mainland China. In terms of overall design, the family archiving
in Shenyang is a social, national and even governmental activity with a developed governance
framework. Participatory is the first principle for family archiving, with the participation of
individuals, families, archival institutions and funders. Under the mechanism of multiplayer
participation, connection, communication and collaboration among different social subjects have
been established. Therefore, a multi-level narrative framework is formed, including family
stories, local culture and national history. During the whole process of family archiving, many
political and technical factors influence the interaction between the family archives and their
users, between the creators and the archivists, between the family memory and the trustful
storytelling. By the case study, we find out how the Shenyang Family Archives provide
opportunities and a platform for citizens in Shenyang to preserve and share their family
memories. Family archiving can both contribute to constructing personal memory and preserving
national resource through collaboration between the public and professional archivists.
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