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The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)-funded research project, “Exploring New
Frontiers in 21st Century Archival Education” (2020-2022) not only explores the current state of
Master’s-level archival education, but also seeks to build capacity for the future. The proposed
platform presentation centers on the following research question: how do faculty members and
students, respectively, perceive the current graduate archival curriculum? We address this
question through an exploratory mixed-methods case study. First, we conducted semistructured
interviews with 33 full-time tenure-track archives faculty listed in the Society of American
Archivists’ (SAA) Directory of Archival Education. Second, we disseminated an online survey
(406 responses) to current archival graduate students and new archival professionals (five years
or fewer in the field). We will discuss and juxtapose findings from each stakeholder group’s
perspective. Our findings address the graduate archives courses perceived to be most important
for students; course development, content (breadth and depth of topical coverage, balancing
theory and practice, and readings and assignments), structure, and delivery methods; efficacy of
graduate education for professional practice; and topics stakeholders would like to see more of in
the curriculum. Ultimately, this presentation will provide not only a baseline understanding of
the current graduate archival curriculum, but also recommendations for practice and suggestions
for future research.
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