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According to the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, the 2016 US
presidential election “was targeted by actors sponsored by the Russian government.” These
actors destabilized the strength and legitimacy of the American electoral system, a crisis that
remains a clear and present danger for subsequent elections. With voting infrastructure
weakened, information professionals are justifiably concerned about maintaining the integrity of
electronic voting calculations, and records collection and storage. Archivists can play a critical
role in promoting the legitimacy of electronic voting records by implementing blockchain
technology in their management of these records. Blockchain already has a proven track record
in the healthcare industry. In this research, we present voting records as an example of the
implementation of blockchain technology in electronic records management, correlating directly
from its implementation in the healthcare field.
Every citizen should have the right to vote, and access to protected voting records is an extension
of that right; assurance of their accuracy informs the present and, subsequently, will educate
prospective scholars and researchers. Although blockchain technology is not immune to
cyberattacks, the benefits of its implementation coupled with safeguards to prevent
vulnerabilities presents a unique solution to promote electronic records management in the 21st
century.
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