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Archivists are caregivers, taking care of dependents, loved ones, and relatives, young and old,
healthy and sick. In their 2019 article entitled, “The Cost of Care and the Impact on the Archives
Profession,” published in a special issue on diversity, inclusion, and cultural competency in the
Journal of Western Archives, the presenters investigated the effect caregiving has on managing
work responsibilities, professional engagement and development opportunities, as well as the
long-term effects wages and the cost of affordable care have on caregivers. The article revealed
several gaps in data, impeding greater understanding of the true direct and indirect costs of care
for individuals in the archives profession. In January 2021, the presenters disseminated the Cost
of Care Survey, reaching out to archivists across the United States, targeting email lists of
national, regional, state, and local archives professional organizations. The survey collected data
that addressed a number of the gaps identified in the original article as well as the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic stay-at-home orders on caregivers. This allowed for a timely examination of
how caregiving roles and responsibilities have changed since March 1st of 2020. The
presentation will address the methodology employed for drafting and disseminating the survey as
well as the partnership with a statistical consultant outside the archival field to develop the
survey and interpret over 700 data variables from the 500 survey participants. Presenters will
also discuss preliminary findings and analysis of the survey results, and share plans for
publishing survey findings.
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