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Abstract: 
Qualitative researchers amass a great deal of data in the process of conducting research. Their 
research processes and methods are supported and informed by their particular department, 
institution, and field at large. However, they are often left to their own devices when considering 
how to manage their data, if they develop a process at all. Data management and archiving data, 
as the final step, are not discussed in most research methods courses across disciplines. 
  
Research and discipline-specific librarians offer one-on-one consultation, research guides, and 
workshops to support researchers. If archivists, on the other hand, interact with qualitative 
researchers it is often through reference work: locating appropriate materials and working within 
the researchers’ focus. Data management support is more commonly provided by librarians, if at 
all. The archivist’s knowledge of preservation paired with the librarian’s closer proximity to the 
research process offers an excellent opportunity for collaboration. 
  
Data management is often a low priority for qualitative researchers juggling a number of 
responsibilities within and outside of the research lifecycle, as supported in our findings. This 
poster will look at ways to incorporate the archivist in the research lifecycle to better support 
qualitative researchers, the long-term care of their data, and the librarians that already engage in 
this work. 
  
Utilizing original mixed methods research on qualitative researchers’ thoughts about data 
management, the author presents options for facilitating better data archiving practices and 
questions to consider moving forward. 
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