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Digital Archival
Representation

e Digital archival materials can be
represented by different types of
metadata at various levels

e | evels of representation
e Archive level

e Document level
e Information level



Archive Level Representation

e Traditional archival descriptive
framework

e Collection
e Series

e [le

e [ tem

e Partially or entirely digitized archival
collections
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RESEARCH COLLECTIONS = TERRA FOUNDATION CENTER FOR DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

Terra Foundation Center for Digital
Collections

Welcome to the Terra Foundation Center for Digital Collections, a virtual repository of a
substantial cross-section of the Archives' most significant collections. Since 2005, over one
hundred archival collections have been scanned and posted online in their entirety. In
addition, more than 12,000 documents have been individually catalogued and are
accessible through the ITmage Gallery. We invite you to browse and to visit again: content is
continuously added.

Learn more about the Background on the Terra Foundation Center for Digital Collections

and the Archives' innovative approach to digitization.

Funding is generously provided by the Terra Foundation for American Art.

FEATURED COLLECTIONS
Betty Parsons Gallery Records and Personal Papers

The Betty Parsons gallery records
and personal papers were
digitized in 2008-2009.

LIST OF DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS

ACA Galleries
Alexander, John White
Alston, Charles Henry
Anshutz, Thomas Pollock
Artist Tenants Association (New York,
N.Y)

Avery, Milton

Bacon, Peggy

Beal, Gifford

Bearden, Romare
Beaux, Cecilia

Bierstadt, Albert

Bishop, Isabel

Bluemner, Oscar
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Bransom, Paul

Breuer, Marcel
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»hn White Alexander papers, 1775-1968, bulk 1870-1915

Collection Summary More about the Collection

xander, John White, b. 1856 d. 1915 ‘
nter, Portrait painter

w York, N.Y.

papers of John White Alexander in the Archives of American Art were digitized in 2009.The bulk of the papers have been scanned QUICK LINKS
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Series 1: Biographical Information, circa 1887-1968 (Box 1, OV 23; 0.1 linear feet)

This series contains notes, writings, and printed materials that describe the life of John White Alexander, as well as ephemera and

personal documents related to specific life events.

Notes and narratives include biographical essays about Alexander and his guardian, Colonel Edward Jay Allen, taken from published
reference works, and notes made by Elizabeth Alexander in preparation of those entries. Personal documents and ephemera include a
wedding invitation, an identity card issued for the Paris International Exposition of 1900, a calling card, a circular about an artist named
Jacques Alexander, examples of Alexander's signature, and a French visa. Also found are drafts of essays by Elizabeth Alexander about her
husband and others in their circle, and an oral history interview of Elizabeth Alexander in three parts taken by DeWitt M. Lockman, a
later president of the National Academy of Design.

This series has been scanned in its entirety.

Box Folder

1 1 Biographical Notes and Essays, circa 1913-1968

1 2 Personal Documents and Ephemera, circa 1887-1900 (Oversized items housed in OV 23)

1 3-5 Essays by Elizabeth Alexander about John White Alexander, after 1915 (3 folders)

1 6 Essays by Elizabeth Alexander about Others in their Circle, undated

1 7-9 Oral History Interview of Elizabeth Alexander by DeWitt M. Lockman, 1928 (3 folders)

Box

23 (QV) Oversized Personal Documents and Ephemera, circa 16867-1900 (ltems scanned with Box 1, f2)

Series 2: Correspondence, circa 1870-1942 (Box 1; 0.7 linear feet)

This series contains personal and business correspondence of John White Alexander and his wife, Elizabeth Alexander. Correspondence
from the 1870s and 1880s consists primarily of Alexander's letters home to his guardian, Colonel Edward Jay Allen, the Allen family, and
his friend, E.E. Phelps, all in Pittsburgh, written from New York and Europe. 1876 letters detail his visit to the Centennial Exposition in
Philadelphia. Many of these letters are found with typed transcriptions which contain scattered annotations which appear to be in

Elizabeth Alexander's handwriting. In a couple of cases, transeripts exist for letters which are no longer found in the collection.

The remainder of correspondence consists of letters to Alexander from fellow artists, patrons, museums, arts organizations, and friends.

Significant corresvondents include Charles Dana Gibson. Florence Levv. Frederick Remington. Robert Louis Stevenson. Henrv James.
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Document Level
Representation

e Digital collections constructed on the
basis of function/document/media

e Descriptive metadata varies from
collection to collection

e Each collection 1ts own metadata
model

e Reflecting the representation features of
a specific type of documents

e Multiple collection search
e Depending on common metadata fields
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Information Level Representation

e Collection overview
e Multi-faceted item-level metadata
e Standard metadata schema

e Multiple access points
e Name
e Subject
e Date
e Place
e Title

e External links to archival finding aids
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MyALADIN WRLC Libraries

About This Collection

Browse The Robert Lincoln O'Connell papers document the service of an Irish-American soldier, born in Massachusetts,

m Tiles but raised in Connecticut, who served as a combat engineer in the First Division of the American Expeditionary

m Subjects Force (A.E.F.) in the First World War, 1917-1919. The papers include correspondence (31 letters, 19 postcards,

= People 1 telegram) he wrote home, primarily to his mother, Mary, and sisters Ellen and Sarah, from his training in

m Organizations Washington, D.C. and Virginia through active duty service in France and Germany. Also included are military

Lraantalions odds and ends, such as numerous passes and orders, in addition to several publications and photographs as well

= Dales as dozens of postcards, associated with his time in the U.S. Army. There are also some items gathered recently

m Series by his family members and/or Archives staff, such as copies of federal census forms and his obituary, to
supplement the collection. The postcards have a special circumstance in that Robert tended to divide them into two

Search parts. There were very basic ones, usually with little or no illustration, that he used for correspondence purposes.
The other type were the photograph and color prints that he apparently considered as collectibles, either sending
them home with his letters, or bringing home himself after the war. There are also some memorabilia items such

Finding Aid as button pins, French coins, and a army bottle opener.
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Postcard from Private D. N. Rich to Daniel O'Connell, 1918

Creator: Rich, 0. M. Click to view large image

Person(s): O'Connell, Daniel, 1855- - Correspondence
Rich, D. N. — Carrespondence

Date: 1918
Place name: United States -- Mew York - Staten Island
Resource type: Postcards
Language: English
Collection: Robert Lincoln O'Connell Papers
Series: Series 1: Correspondence and Related Papers 1900 (1917-1919) 1972

Rights: Reproduction and copyright information regarding this document is available from the
American Catholic History Research Center and University Archives.

Repository: American Catholic History Research Center and University Archives, Catholic University of
America.

Location: Box 2 Folder 9 ltem 1
Date available: 2009-05-01
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Challenges of Digital Archival
Representation

e Interoperability
e |[nformation
e Document
e Archive

e Archival context
e Archive

e Document
e Information
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