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Digital Archival 
Representation 

• Digital archival materials can be 
represented by different types of 
metadata at various levels 

• Levels of representation 
• Archive level 
• Document level 
• Information level 

 



Archive Level Representation 

• Traditional archival descriptive 
framework 
• Collection 
• Series 
• File 
• Item 

• Partially or entirely digitized archival 
collections   





 
  







Document Level 
Representation 

• Digital collections constructed on the 
basis of function/document/media 

• Descriptive metadata varies from 
collection to collection 

• Each collection its own metadata 
model 
• Reflecting the representation features of 

a specific type of documents 
• Multiple collection search 

• Depending on common metadata fields
  





 
 

 
 

 
  





  



 
 



 
 



Information Level Representation 
• Collection overview 
• Multi-faceted item-level metadata 
• Standard metadata schema 
• Multiple access points 

• Name 
• Subject 
• Date 
• Place 
• Title 

• External links to archival finding aids 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



Challenges of Digital Archival 
Representation 

• Interoperability 
• Information 
• Document 
• Archive 

• Archival context  
• Archive 
• Document 
• Information 
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