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Many libraries, archives, museums, and other institutions provide online exhibits to serve as
surrogates for or to supplement in-person/physical exhibits. Online exhibits may provide more
detailed information about a physical exhibit or may stand alone. While online exhibits can have
more permanence than physical exhibits, they can be difficult to support in the long term,
requiring regular updates and maintenance. Online exhibits may lose context when creators and
supporting staff with institutional memory move on. It may also prove challenging to migrate a
legacy exhibit to a current version, a different platform, and/or a new server. To continue serving
patrons optimally, online exhibits must remain fully accessible and be regularly reviewed for
accuracy and utility. As rapidly developing technology presents us with new opportunities to
connect virtually with researchers and the public, online exhibits should be reviewed and
supported to supplement institutional and programmatic goals, especially if they are still
pertinent to the mission of the institution.
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