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Over the past decade, digital forensics tools and methods have found their way out of the field of
criminal investigation and into the processing areas and quarantined workstations of digital
archivists. Due in large part to the efforts of the DigCCurr II program (2008-2013), the
BitCurator Consortium, and the widespread use of the BitCurator Environment, practitioners
have an active community of practice around digital forensics that shares knowledge, improves
tools, and engages in critical discussions around the practice and theory of digital forensics in the
archives.

Despite the adoption of digital forensics tools and methods by practitioners, hands-on lessons are
often missing from curricula in library and information science, archival studies, and museum
studies. Using a mixed-methods participatory action research approach, the BitCuratorEdu
Project (2018-2022) first examined the social, institutional, and technological factors that inhibit
instructors’ inclusion of digital forensics in their courses. Then the Project Team and Advisory
Board developed a set of learning modules that responded to gaps in resources for educators.
Finally, the Project Team partnered with the BitCurator Consortium to offer events that benefited
both educators and their students in a controlled pilot that allowed for close evaluation of the
value and effectiveness of each activity.

This presentation will share the project’s research highlights, deliverables, and how we built a
community through participatory action research. How can we continue to sustain and grow a
network of digital forensics educators who build their knowledge through communities of
practice?
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