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Action 

Chairman 

Action  Due Date Status 

Marie Force Develop key talking points to be used in as 

many forums as possible; The talking points 

should be simple but to the point; Also Fact 

Sheet; 

 Completed and posted to 

the FOGAH. web site; 

None Needed; 

All 

responsible; 

Send letters, make phone calls, send emails to 

Governor Deal, Lt Governor Cagle, Secretary 

of State Brian Kemp, and local legislators;  

Encourage everyone you know to do the same;  

Send letters to home addresses whenever 

possible; 

Continually  

Sarah Quigley, 

Dianne  

Set up Save GA Archives Listserv. Share e-

mail address. 

9/17/12 Completed; 

Courtney 

Chartier; 

Sarah Quigley, 

Press release on Georgia Archives Month 

proclamation signing at Capitol sent to SGA’s 

Georgia press list 

9/17/12 Completed; 

Marie Force  GAM Committee and SGA Outreach 

encourage Atlanta area archivists to attend 

Georgia Archives Month Proclamation 

signing & photo with Governor at Capitol & 

share event details & guidelines. 

9/17/12 Completed 9/19/12 

Marie Force Attendees wear “I Support Our Georgia 

Archives” stickers to proclamation signing 

with Governor 

9/19/12 Completed 9/19/12 

Kaye 

Minchew, 

Marie Force 

Update presentation piece and give copies to 

Governor & press at GAM proclamation 

signing with letters of support and over 10,000 

names from the petition; 

9/19/12 Completed 9/19/12 

None Needed; 

All 

responsible; 

Coordinate efforts and communicate with each 

other by posting on FOGAH web site, Roots 

web, listserve,  and Facebook 

Continually  

 Get our story on TV like Commuter Dude   

None Needed; 

All 

Get the publicity through the press whenever 

possible: WABE, John Lemley, Katrina 

 good coverage on the 

closure from the 



responsible; Torres, AJC, local newspapers; Gainesville Times 

(hometown paper of 

Deal and Cagle); 

Courtney 

Chartier  

Contact people who have used the Georgia 

Archives – Spike Lee, Paula Deen, Ben 

Loeterman, Jimmy Carter’s office, Monica 

Pearson.  

 Completed via Tweet; 

Elizabeth Dill Strive to get 50,000 signatures on the on-line 

petition to keep the Archives open. 

Continuously; Over 10,000 signatures 

as of 9/19/12 

None needed; 

All 

responsible; 

Forward the SOS press release to local 

newspapers with link to on-line petition 

Continuously;  

 Hold Secretary of State’s feet to the fire and 

demand to know facts regarding the closing of 

the archives.  

  

 Get Mike Tumay (Toomey?) – Morrow 

Visitors Center involved.  

  

Dianne 

Cannestra 

Engage a PR consultant and/or a 

governmental affairs consultant experienced 

in this type of work.   

 Asked FOGAH for 

recommendations and 

John Inscoe 9/16/12; 

Asked everyone on 

listserve 9/19/12; 

Dianne 

Cannestra 

Contact Clayton County politicians/officials – 

they are impacted via a lower revenue stream 

thus causing increases in local taxes which 

upset local residents.  

 

 Tamara Patridge (Dept 

of Ecomonic 

Development) and the 

County Manager have 

pledged their support 

and are actively engaged 

with us; 

 Get Cathy Cox involved.    

 Enlist Georgia Press Association  - First 

amendment foundations – citizens guide to 

open records. 

  

 Talk to someone with the Georgia Bar 

Association. 

  

Ken Thomas Tea Party – lack of transparency – (Debbie 

Dooley?) 

9/18/12  

None needed; 

All are 

responsible; 

Network- We have so many different groups, 

we need to network and share talking points.  

Pull in all the different agencies to work 

together and speak as one voice i.e., UDC, 

DAR, SAR, Historical Societies, lineage 

societies, etc.    

 

Continuously Very successful, 

constant networking; 

 Stress the Loss of income to professional 

genealogist and historians. 

Continuously Part of almost every 

communication method; 



 On-line educational benefits of archives.   

 Involve public libraries, colleges, universities.   

 Find someone who can talk to the Governor 

face-to-face; Someone who has a connection 

to him; 

  

 Find someone who can talk to the First Lady; 

Someone who has a connection to her; 

  

 RPAC (Beth) waiting on “how to react”   

 Broaden impact beyond genealogy/historical 

groups  

  

 Try to get support from archival companies - 

companies that sell archival supplies, etc.  

This will impact their business.  We could 

use their support. 

  

 Enlist the aid of other states – let them know 

they could be next for budget cuts.  

  

 Website (state-wide) for Oklahoma.  People 

want to see what they have.   

  

 Work up comparison from directors of other 

state archives re:  costs/attendance/days open 

to public. 

  

 Cost to rehire and train staff; lost knowledge 

of staff (intellectual capital).  Harder to 

attract good staff if they know they can lose 

their jobs so easily.  Loss of staff, more than 

losing people – it’s losing institutional 

memory -  THIS IS THE HISTORICAL 

REPOSITORY FOR ALL AGENCIES. 

  

 Translate figure to per capita ($.50 a year)   

 Alert - vultures will see this as an opportunity 

to privatize and jump on it.  This is 

government property that belongs to the 

citizenry.  Institutions have donated things 

that are public record, belong to the public 

and should be accessible to the public.   

  

 Look at the state budget on line and look for 

stupid waste – confront SOS and legislators. 

  

 Include in letter ways to save this building 

moth-balled and denied access – how much 

money can be lost in closing to the public.  

How much will be saved by “moth-balling”.  

Damage to unused building; etc.  

  

 Get corporations to help fund the archives.   

Dianne 

Cannestra 

Get Clayton County on board. 

 

 Tamara Patridge (Dept 

of Ecomonic 

Development) and the 



County Manager have 

pledged their support 

and are actively engaged 

with us; 

 Hold SOS feet to the fire – why archives 

has impact – protect civil right/property 

rights/records for disputes.  Cuts in 

archives-people will march. 

History and genealogy protect the citizens 

of GA; keeps democracy working; tax 

payers own the records.  

  

 “IN CONTEMPT OF HISTORY”       

 Other state archives are open 5 and 6 days a 

week.  Georgia is at the bottom of the list 

(again).   

  

 Appoint one person to contact each of the 

important legislative committees; 

  

 Every organization spend time at the capitol to 

keep the archives in front of legislators. 

  

    

 

 

 


