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In light of recent events in Ukraine and ongoing turmoil experienced by many international 
communities, there has never been a more critical time to consider new ways to approach the 
archival record when traditional methods fall short.  
 
To address the challenges of traditional, institutional approaches to Palestinian records I have 
been researching the development of Palestinian community archives. These non-traditional 
archives are created by Palestinians (or the Palestinian community plays an active role in its 
collection, appraisal, or curation) and typically contain digital content on a variety of topics 
(music, daily life, history, culture, gender, genealogy, geography, etc.) within a Palestinian 
context.  
 
These types of collections are important for the preservation and ongoing documentation of 
Palestinian identity, culture, and history. They also present an interesting solution to many of the 
challenges of existing collections such as description, access, and fragmentation.  
In order to illustrate these points, my presentation will consist of a brief overview of the current 
challenges juxtaposed against an analysis of some of the potential benefits of non-traditional 
approaches. Research on existing community archives and two case studies will also be 
presented--a newly emerging Palestinian community archive and a well-established one. These 
case studies will provide real-world examples of some of the challenges and successes 
experienced by Palestinian community archives along with some ideas for future development. A 
final point will conclude with recommendations on what further research is needed. 
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