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The UCLA Community Archives Lab, in partnership with The Texas After Violence Project 
(TAVP) and the South Asian American Digital Archive (SAADA), is conducting a three-year 
participatory action research (PAR) to assess the affective impact of digital technologies on the 
creation of records documenting minoritized communities by community-based archives 
(CBAs). Through semi-structured interviews with people who told their stories to each 
organization through digital projects, this research examines both the emotional impact of 
creating records for inclusion in archives and the impact of digital technologies on storytelling. 
The project addresses many of the emerging needs of archives, especially the growing 
recognition of the need to mitigate potential harms for record creators and users, and the growing 
dependence on digital technologies across the archives, museum, and LIS fields in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. This presentation will explain our community-led participatory action 
research methodology in which research findings inform the creation of new digital projects at 
community archives, pointing to ethical collaborations between academic researchers and 
community archivists. 
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