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Abstract: Tribal communities possess a wealth of knowledge that represents each community’s
unique worldview, and these ideas and beliefs are represented in both tangible and intangible
media: manuscripts, songs, film, audio recordings, and religious ceremonies, among other
manifestations. Representation of indigenous films and photographs in audiovisual repositories is
a contentious subject in the archival community, and it closely relates to the tensions surrounding
intellectual property and traditional knowledge. With a rich and diverse history, this study
focuses on the universal challenges faced by communities across the Americas and how
communities have banded together to address issues of representation, intellectual property, and
artistic expression.
This poster broaches these questions by analyzing intellectual property, preservation challenges
and approaches, and cultural representation through the analysis of three distinct scenarios in the
United States, Canada, and Mexico. I explored scholarly articles, primary audiovisual sources,
and archival descriptions of indigenous collections to probe these topics. While this paper was
initially designed to consist of first-person perspectives via direct interviews with tribal
repositories, indigenous filmmakers, and artists, the present state of global affairs at the time of
researching this paper helped shift the focus of this research to the preservation efforts and
representation of tribal communities in audiovisual archives.
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