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Quantum Information Science and Technology (QIST) is the merger of quantum physics and 
information theory. Quantum physics describes nature at an atomic and subatomic level. 
Information theory is the study of quantification, storage, and communication of information. 
The federal government, academia, and industry have been partnering on new technologies in 
QIST. Development is still in the early stages and quantum computers are still rudimentary. The 
presenters, who are with NARA, have been working on a white paper on QIST, with the goal of 
helping federal records managers better understand QIST and to consider the potential records 
management implications at their own agencies. Emerging quantum technologies could have the 
biggest impact in cryptography. 
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