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The Cold War Papers named entity extraction project explores the use of named-entity
recognition to enhance discoverability in digitized archival collections. The project team began
with several hypotheses: (1) using named-entity recognition on uncorrected OCR would produce
useful information that is not already well-represented in the finding aids; (2) that we could
develop MPLP-friendly automated and/or semi-automated processes to do the work; and (3) that
connecting named entities with finding-aid components would reveal previously hidden
connections between people, places, and organizations.

The project focuses on over 350,000 digitized page images created as part of an NHPRC-funded
grant project from 2013 to 2015. Several months of research focused on the George Kennan
papers have produced a set of useful results via automated and semi-automated processes,
including linked-data knowledge graphs connecting text spans, names, and entities. The research
has also revealed several challenges, including the difficulty of working with dirty OCR and the
limits of existing tools for working with archival materials. This presentation will provide a
summary of research efforts to date, including methodologies and results, and will present a
roadmap for future work on the project and potential applications beyond the current project.
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