
Editor’s Note and Introduction 
Welcome to the Spring 2026 issue of the Society of
American Archivists (SAA) Congressional Papers
Section (CPS) newsletter. Since the onset of 2026,
the section’s members and leadership have engaged
in the Spring CPS meetup, the CPS annual
meeting, gathering materials to highlight for
SAA’s 250 for the 250th online exhibit, and more.
In this issue, we’ll dive into some of those topics, an
institutional update, as well as hear from our
immediate past chair John Caldwell about a two-day
symposium he attended at Yale University titled
“Democracy, Civic Education, and the American
Archive,” along with his reflections. As always, if you
have any suggestions about how the newsletter or
the section leadership can better serve you, please
reach out to us. You can find the list of Steering
Committee members under the main SAA website
under Membership>Sections>Congressional Papers
Section>Steering Committee Roster. 

Thanks for reading!

– Alexis Miettinen (she/they), CPS Newsletter Editor
and SEIU Archivist at the Walter P. Reuther Library
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 EVENTS AT-A-
GLANCE

SAA Annual
Meeting

 Wednesday,
July 29, 2026 -
Saturday,
August 1, 2026.
New Orleans,
LA

Did you know? The Congressional
Papers Section Newsletter goes

back until 1984!  Check out earlier
editions on SAA Connect or on our

main SAA Website!
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https://www2.archivists.org/groups/congressional-papers-section/newsletters-0


2026 CPS Annual Meeting Highlights

For those of you that weren’t able to attend (or want a refresher) on this
year’s annual meeting, here are some of the highlights. The annual meeting
this year was held on Monday, May 18, 2026.

SAA Council: This year, the SAA Annual Meeting will be held in New
Orleans, LA, and the 2027 Annual Meeting will be held in Chicago, IL. An
advocacy position for SAA was approved in the budget and for the 2026-
2028 strategic plan. Additionally, council liaisons plan to meet with
sections to determine how their activities align with strategic plan
Electronic Records Committee: The ERC hosted an October 2025 virtual
meetup on electronic records appraisal, and the committee plans to host
the fall 2026 virtual meetup. There is also a new case study on digital
preservation workstations was published on the committee's WordPress
site.
Newsletter: There is a form that will go out each newsletter cycle for
submissions, and there will be checks for accessibility in the newsletters
going forward.
Election: Election this year will happen June 1-June 15.
Ex-Officio: 

Heather Bourk, US House - Currently working on a research project that
explores committee records, and she is hoping the report will be
available by the end of the year. With the upcoming election and
planned departures, a focus on outreach and end of Congress
transitions has been a priority. Additionally, 589 boxes of textual
records and 3.2 terabyte of electronic records have been transferred,
collaboration has improved with the Senate Historical Office and
Center for Legislative Archives, and new staff additions include
electronic records archivist Amanda May.
George Apodaca, US Senate -  Finalizing a Senate-approved vendor list
for social media web archiving services; list will be made available to
committees and member offices by the end of August. Platforms will
include Facebook, X/Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, BlueSky, and
TruthSocial. Halfway through administering the Secretary of the
Senate’s $10 million preservation partnership grants program
supporting processing and long-term preservation of five senators'
collections at five universities. Also, efforts underway to secure re-
appropriation of funds for future senators' collections. Office is also
actively preparing for the closeout of the current Congress. Lastly,
1,413 cubic feet of textual records and 3.19 terabytes of electronic
records were transferred, the archival team integrated utilities for
specialized workflows, and ArchivesSpace was implemented to manage
Senate’s accession records, led by Deputy Archivist Wang.
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2026 Spring Meetup: Constituent Correspondence in
Instruction, K-12 Education, and Exhibits

During our Spring 2026 CPS Meetup, we had 4 fantastic presenters
delve into the complex subject of using constituent correspondence
and what considerations they took prior to utilizing it in their work.
From views of constituent correspondence that vary outside strictly
congressional papers, such as what might be found in judicial papers,
to creating records through writing representatives in K-12
classrooms, this session was a valuable look at how complex records
can be meaningful and accessible in the right context. Our presenters
are listed below if you want to reach out with questions, comments, or
to hear more about their work!    

Anu Kasarabada, University of Kentucky
Lori Schwartz, University of Nebraska at Omaha
Jill Severn, Richard. B. Russell Library for Political Research and
Studies
Elizabeth Shaver, Education Specialist, American Congress Digital
Archives Portal

Elizabeth Shaver
highlighted the

American Congress
Digital Archives Portal

in her presentation.

SAA’s 250 for the 250th

There is still time for repositories to contribute one digital/digitized item to SAAʻs 250 for the 250th
online exhibition, which sets out to tell the story of the United States in documents. Submissions
will be open until the end of SAAʻs annual meeting (August 2).

Here are some of the congressional papers submissions that weʻve received so far (mahalo!):
Constituent Mail from Joan McKinstry Supporting Senator Albert Gore's Refusal to Sign the
Southern Manifesto,  1956-03-15, submitted by  Albert Gore Research Center, Middle
Tennessee State University
Indian Territory Map Identifying Tribal Land, 1889, submitted by the Carl Albert Center

You can find more information about the initiative and the submission process on SAAʻs website. 

If your repository would like to contribute an item, please email
SAAAmerica250TaskForce@archivists.org to receive an upload link and a link to the metadata
form. (IMPORTANT: Please email SAA even if you previously received a link from Preservica--that
link will no longer be active.) 

You do not have to be a member of SAA to submit an item. 
Mahalo for considering!
Dawn (CPS Chair)
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https://congressarchives.org/
https://congressarchives.org/
https://td52e01bc4f4b6253.starter1ua.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb:IO%7Ccc61e240-145d-443d-990e-19140e0f3820
https://td52e01bc4f4b6253.starter1ua.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb:IO%7Ccc61e240-145d-443d-990e-19140e0f3820
https://td52e01bc4f4b6253.starter1ua.preservica.com/portal/en-US/asset/sdb%3AIO%7C64c7a591-212c-4413-8cd3-9f83e8fb46a4
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Institutional Update - Ashton Ellett
"Sheryl Vogt, longtime director of the Russell Library, founding member of the Congressional
Papers Section, and Fellow of SAA, retired in 2025 after more than 50 years at the University
of Georgia. Sheryl joined the Russell Library in 1974—just one month after its dedication.
Thanks in large part to Sheryl’s leadership and vision, the Richard B. Russell Library for
Political Research and Studies is the state’s premier political archive while also enjoying
national reputation in documenting the United States Congress. Sheryl attained the title of
Director Emeritus of the Russell Library in recognition of her distinguished service. The UGA
Libraries has also established the Sheryl B. Vogt Graduate Fellowship to support UGA
students working on research projects in the Russell Library. Ashton Ellett was appointed as
the new Russell Library director in September 2025. 

The Russell Library has opened four congressional collections. The Doug Barnard Jr. papers
cover his time serving Georgia’s 10th district from 1977 until his retirement in 1993. A banker
from Augusta, Georgia, he served on the House Banking Committee. A bulk of his collection
document Barnard’s work on banking and financial legislation.  The Ben L. Jones papers
contain materials related to his two terms in the House. Probably better known as Cooter
Davenport on the CBS television series The Dukes of Hazzard, Jones represented Georgia’s
4th district from 1989 until 1993. Strengths of his collection include legislative files related to
veterans’ affairs and transportation issues. 
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“2007 JHI CSC credit Metro Atlanta Chamber Isakson Chambliss Classic,”
courtesy of Ashton Ellett
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Institutional Update (cont.)

The collections of Saxby Chambliss and Johnny Isakson are also open for research. Chambliss
was elected to represented South Georgia’s 8th district during the 1994 wave election that
culminated with the election of Georgia’s Newt Gingrich as speaker of the House . In 2002,
Chambliss unseated Senator Max Cleland in a contentious and, often, acrimonious campaign.
In the Senate, though, Chambliss earned a reputation for bipartisanship on issues related to
energy, immigration, and government spending. During his tenure, Chambliss chaired the
Senate Agriculture Committee and the ranking Republican on the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence where he worked closely with his Democratic colleague, Diane Feinstein of
California. Chambliss declined to seek reelection in 2014. Highlights of his collection include
materials related to numerous Farm Bills and the Economic Stabilization Act of 2008. Johnny
Isakson won a special election to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1999 following Newt
Gingrich’s abrupt resignation. A longtime state legislator, Isakson represented the suburban-
Atlanta-based 6th district until 2005 when he won an open seat in the U.S. Senate. The bulk
of his collection is composed of political and campaign files as well as materials from his time
in the Georgia General Assembly. Congressional records include legislative files and
constituent correspondence related to issues like education, health care, and taxes.  

The Russell Library acquired one new congressional in 2025. Retiring U.S. Representative
Drew Ferguson represented West Georgia’s 3rd district from 2017 until his retirement in
2025. The Drew Ferguson papers are currently closed for processing. 

-Ashton Ellett, Director, Richard B. Russell Library for Political Research and Studies
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A reflection on the Democracy, Civic Education, and the American
Archive Symposium: by past CPS Chair John Caldwell

In April, I was able to attend the “Democracy, Civic Education, and the American Archive” two-day
symposium at Yale University. 

The symposium started Wednesday afternoon with a moderated conversation with David
Ferriero, 10th Archivist of the United States. It was fun hearing Ferriero talk about his
experiences as AOTUS and hearing what he saw as his proudest accomplishments, both of which
focused on access: the Citizen Archivist initiative and a major push for declassification. He also
talked about the 2021 presidential transition and the classified records issue arising from that
transition. For me, most of my relationship with NARA has been mediated by working with our
colleagues at the Center for Legislative Archives, so hearing about the successes of the larger
institution was wonderful.   

The first panel on Thursday presented the challenges faced by archives to remain relevant and
respected. It was easy to come away with a pessimistic view of where our profession sits in
American culture: NARA struggles to remain independent and supported to enact its mandate to
preserve and provide access to the records of the federal government, the lack of support for
archives at all levels of society put history at risk of disappearing, and a lack of understanding
about what we do as archivists further complicates the picture. By contrast, the afternoon
session talked about how we can contribute to civic literacy: where to find partners, how to
communicate with different constituencies to make archives relevant, finding our unique niche
in civic life, and finding a place for activism and social advancement within our daily work as
archivists.

As I rode the train back south from New Haven, I was thinking a lot about what we do, sitting at
the intersection of democracy and archival practice in a unique way. I think we have a unique
role to play in leveraging our collections, our knowledge of government, and our relationships
with students, academics, and the general public. Archives are, by nature, political, and we are
important political actors. Our collections strive to provide as wide a swath of the American story
as we have the resources to document, we know how to explain the complex systems that
influence daily life through law and policy, and we can show evidence of Americans engaging in
civic life in respectful ways to impact our society. Our corner of the archives world has been
doing this work in our own communities, and by supporting larger initiatives like the “Convening
and Moderating a Deliberative Forum” program sponsored by ACSC in partnership with the
Kettering Foundation. As the conversation at Yale expands to other pockets of archives, I would
encourage us to engage and to continue building on the work the congressional papers
community is already trying to do.   

Maintaining democracy takes effort, becoming civically literate takes motivation, and it can be
really hard to stay positive and stay engaged in the current moment. While the work is hard, it is
important, it is meaningful, and each of us have the ability to improve civic life, even in small
ways, through what we do and who we are.   

John Caldwell
Political and Public Policy Archivist
University of Delaware
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