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Metadata and Digital Object Section 
Council Liaison: Meg Tuomala / Dr. Lydia Tang 

Report Submitted by: Mike Shallcross 

2021-2022 Steering Committee Roster 

Position Name Term Start  Term End 
Co-Chair Lara Friedman-Shedlov 8/15/2021 8/15/2023 
Co-Chair Michael Shallcross 8/14/2020 9/1/2022 
Steering Committee Member Bailey Adolph 2/1/2022 9/1/2023 
Steering Committee Member Randi Johnson 8/14/2020 9/1/2023 
Steering Committee Member Edwina Murphy 8/15/2021 9/1/2024 
Steering Committee Member Rachel Searcy 10/1/2019 9/1/2022 
Education Coordinator Natalia Gutierrez-Jones 10/1/2019 9/1/2022 
Social Media Coordinator Christy Bailey-Tomecek 8/14/2020 9/1/2023 
Web Liaison Jessica Serrao 10/1/2019 9/1/2022 

 

ACTIVITIES 

Completed: • Participated in SAA's Early-Career Member initiative by hosting Bailey Adolph 
an early-career archivist/student seeking mentorship and professional service.  • Appointed 
Bailey Adolph to serve the remainder of Clayton Ruminski's term on the MDOS Steering 
Committee.  • Explored potential collaboration on video podcasts with the Women Archivists 
Section.  • Provided feedback on the SAA Strategic Plan Dashboard for fiscal years 2023–2025  • 
Solicited a full slate of candidates for the 2022 MDOS section elections.  • Held annual section 
meeting with small-group breakout discussions on topics of interest identified by membership. 

Ongoing: Re-launch of the section newsletter, with timelines for production and guidelines to 
ensure consistency. Additional work needed to solicit and sustain contributions from 
membership. 

New: Launched "Re-Envisioning MDOS", with the dual goals of clarifying the mission of our 
section and improving its engagement with membership. When our section was originally 
founded as a Roundtable more than 10 years ago, its initial focus was on "digitization, digital 
archival objects and the metadata that enables access, management, and preservation." Over the 
years, however, this focus on digitization gradually receded. At the same time, a significant 
overlap has emerged between the mission of MDOS and those of the Electronic Records Section 
(regarding "digital objects") and the Description Section (regarding "metadata").  As a result, we 
believe it has become increasingly difficult to define the unique focus of MDOS and the value 
that we can offer to members. To better understand these issues and identify strategies to 
increase our members' interest and involvement with the section, we plan to hold a series of 
focus group sessions in the fall of 2022.  In conducting these sessions, the Steering Committee 
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hopes to better understand perceptions of MDOS and learn how the section can make significant 
contributions to members' professional engagement and development 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

Goal 1: Advocating for Archives and Archivists 
We will be working to determine how we can best advocate for archives and archivists in the 
coming year. In this past year, the  MDOS Steering Committee signed a successful petition from 
the Environmental Data and Governance Initiative (EDGI) asking the Environmental Protection 
Agency to retain archival data on the agency website. 

Goal 2: Enhancing Professional Growth  
The MDOS Steering Committee delivered information and education via the annual section 
meeting, which featured information on how members can be involved in the Technical 
Subcommittee on Encoded Archival Standards and the American Archivist Reviews portal as 
well as robust break-out room discussion on such topics as archives and inclusivity, helpful tools 
and technologies, and large-scale metadata creation. 

Goal 3: Advancing the Field 
Relaunched the section newsletter in order to further engage with the membership by 
encouraging sharing of new initiatives and resources. In addition, the Steering Committee 
considered a request from the SAA Committee on Research, Data, and Assessment (CORDA) to 
submit relevant datasets to the SAA Dataverse. While no current datasets were identified, the 
Steering Committee will consider sharing anonymized data gathered by the upcoming Re-
Envisioning MDOS focus group initiative. 

Goal 4: Meeting Members Needs 
The MDOS Steering Committee continues to facilitate communication via our e-list, e-
newsletter, microsite, and Twitter account. We also solicited member suggestions for 
programming during the annual section meeting. The "Re-Envisioning MDOS" focus group 
initiative is also a significant undertaking to better understand how MDOS can better engage 
with its members and provide programming and resources that best meet their needs. 

 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Number of Attendees: 53 

Summary of Meeting Activities: MDOS held a brief business meeting, followed by updates 
from the SAA Council, the Technical Subcommittee on Encoded Archival Standards, and the 
American Archivist Reviews portal. We then proceeded to moderated small-group discussions 
on three topics, using Jamboards to solicit and document key discussion points. We then 
reconvened as a large group to review these discussions and wrap up the event. 

Link to Meeting Minutes: https://www2.archivists.org/groups/metadata-and-digital-object-
section/2022-mdos-annual-meeting  

https://www2.archivists.org/groups/metadata-and-digital-object-section/2022-mdos-annual-meeting
https://www2.archivists.org/groups/metadata-and-digital-object-section/2022-mdos-annual-meeting
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SELF-ASSESSMENT 

How would you describe the health or energy of your section? How engaged are your 
members? 

As in previous years, the level of involvement and engagement among membership has been less 
than ideal. While this reflects an ongoing impact of the pandemic (and associated phenomena of 
Zoom fatigue), we also believe that section members may not have a clear understanding of the 
section's mission or focus, especially given potential overlap with other sections (e.g., the 
Electronic Records Section and topics around "digital objects" as well as the Description Section 
and topics around metadata).  We believe that our upcoming "Re-Envisioning MDOS" focus 
group initiative will allow us to better understand this lack of engagement and inform strategies 
to better engage with and meet the needs of members. 

 
QUESTIONS FOR COUNCIL 

None at this time.
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