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Abstract
This presentation discusses the study titled, “Valuing Library and Archives Labor: Assessing the
Implications of Internships and Fellowships on the Library and Archives Community.” This
study is a 3-year empirical investigation into the structures and outcomes of professional
development programs for recruiting, training, developing, and retaining a diverse workforce that
better engenders social and financial wellbeing through libraries and archives nationwide.
Operating with the understanding that most information professions including Libraries,
Archives, and Museums remain homogeneous as majority white and female (over 75 percent),
this study focused on three programs working within the subfields of research libraries and
archives, public libraries, and audio-visual archives and how their efforts and participants
continue to shape the future of the profession.

Each program focuses on emerging professionals from underrepresented backgrounds in the
subfields of public libraries, academic libraries, and AV archives. In this presentation, we present
an overview of the project and initial findings from program documentation to further discuss
benefits and challenges of grant-funded internship or fellowship programs. As part of DEIA
efforts, these programs strive to help transform the composition of the archival workforce.
Overall the study will provide suggestions and best practices for how DEIA recruitment and
retainment efforts might help transform labor structures and traditions including who serves
communities and how to support that service. By gathering feedback at SAA we hope to support
archival workforce transformation in becoming scalable and sustainable.
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