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Problem Statement

To focus on underground and punk music primarily in the South:

a seemingly unconventional location for these scenes- placing this
historically under-represented subculture/counterculture in an often
hostile environment... How are they preserved and archived?

“Over My Dead Body”

When Your Local Music Archive Meets Donor Resistance

Previous research precedent af SAA:

2015 Annual Conference Presentation
Elizabeth Reilly

University of Louisville Archives & Special Collections . . L .
Y oo, Shotographic e University of Louisville, LUMA project

Curator: Elizabeth Reilly
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Underground Music Archives
in the American South

Timeline for Research... and Action?

1 Spring2025 () 2 Summer 2025 () 3 Fall 2025 > 4 2026 and beyond...
Survey the field: Further Research: Engage the field: Engagement deepens:
"Is there anybody out there?" "What's out there?" "What are we making?" "How do we do it?"
Identify Partners Partner communication Partners to Partnership Partnership (in)formalizes
Make contact New partners emerge: Are there others? - Southern Underground
‘Let the tribe increase” . Music Academic
Proposals: AASLH Panel! Sept. in Cincy & Conference: U. of Miss?
SAA Research Forum SAA Presentation! i

AASLH conference Panel

Documentation Strategy
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Partners Contacted

Institutionally-managed Community-managed

Louisville Underground Music Archive,

| Spec. Coll, University of Louisville

4 Memphis Punk Archive

Southern Punk Archive, .
2 Southern Doc. Project, Univ. of Miss. 5 309 Punk Project, Pensacola

3 Atlanta Puqk Zine Collechop : 6 Nashville Underground Music Archive
Rose Library, Emory University
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UNIVERSITY OF

LOUISVILLE.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
ARCHIVES & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Louisville Underground Music Archive

LUMA documents the history and culture of the Louisville rock music scene from the 1970s to the present.

Academic Institution
Louisville Underground Music Archive (LUMA) Project

documents the history and culture of the Louisville rock music Archives & Special Collections
scene from the 1970s to the present. Archives and Special

Collections’ goal is to address the gap in the historical record PhySiCO| location to visit

related to independent/underground rock music culture in

Louisville. Generally speaking, records of popular culture of this Online resources available
type are underrepresented in archives, putting this history at risk
for loss. In addition, Louisville’s music scene was influential

i
: I : : _ , Community advisory board
beyond the Ohio Valley, making it an area of interest beyond our immediate community.
Ultimately, the goal of this collecting is to make it freely available to the community and researchers in general, 2011;, founded by communi‘ry members
and to preserve it for future generations. with U of L connections

We are interested in a wide variety of materials: oral histories, recordings, set lists, photographs, zines,
posters, flyers, t-shirts, ephemera, correspondence, business records, and early web history related to the
rock/indie/punk/hardcore music scene. These materials are preserved and prepared for use by the community - Iibrory.IouisviIIe.edu/orChives/Iumo

and other researchers. We also use collection materials to curate exhibits and programs designed to engage

the community with Louisville music history.
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Southern Punk Archive,
Southern Doc. Project, Univ. of Miss.

® Underground Music Archives in the American South

Southern Punk Archive is a growing physical and digital
repository of videos, photos, fliers, music, films, and oral
histories with a unique interest in DIY spaces,
self-published works, rural punks, artists, writers, and
musicians who have contributed to the development and
growth of this scene.

B SAA Research Forum

Academic Institution

Center for Southern Studies,
Southern Documentary Project

Physical location to visit

Online resources available
Community advisory board

2021- est'd by John Rash in
collaboration with the U. Miss. Library

Archives and Special Collections.

southdocs.org/southern-punk-archive/
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Library's Atlanta Punk Periodicals
collection. While many zines from the
collection were scanned, only a small
selection were incorporated into the
physical exhibit poster. Selected zine
scans are reproduced below.”

® Underground Music Archives in the American South

a able

= think somebody is trying to tell us

{ | T don't like it. Don't run down to
I

g
ism didn't work. He'

B SAA Research Forum

Academic Institution

Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives, and
Rare Book Library

Political, Cultural and Social Movements
Collections

Physical location to visit

Online resources available

Oxford Library's Anarchy in GA: Sex
Pistols and Atlanta Punk exhibit

-guides libraries.emory.edu/
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mesgRsp ke ive = Preserving the Past with

i
the Memphis Punk Archive [EEESSpapss—pa ey

Following ™ M. +9,

Memphis Punk Archive

Archive of punk & hardcore music from the pre-net & early net era, DM
me with flyers, shirts, posters, anything! & I'll... more

@ linktr.ee/memphispunkarchive

No physical location...
Digitizing events at WYXR

Followed by punk77, the.nashville.underg d + 17 more
338 2,084 906 No website... Online resources aplenty:
posts followers following

Bandcamp site:
memphispunkarchive bandcamp.com/

Instagram account:
instagram.com/memphispunkarchive/

Fan-run archive of

ISR B husicin "There is so, so much music that isn't
B online anywhere, especially independent
T o music." Memphis Punk Archive provides

PUNK | es, efc - a platform for somewhat forgotten acts
— W i to have a second breath of life in the
m——cyi vy et L S emphis Pun "
. ,E;"i,"i,. Archive digital age.

4

-memphismagazine.com/features/preserving-t
he-past-with-the-memphis-punk-archive/
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NEWS

'No other place like it:' Pensacola's

famous 309 '‘punk house' to be
preserved

@ Troy Moon Our primary goal is to serve
Dt the local and regional
community as archive,
residency. and venue for Physical location to visit
divergent practices in DIY Artists-in-Residence, 2022
culture and contemporary art
that critically examine the
sociopolitical cultural moment
that is shaping all our lives.

Community-run, Artist-run

Non-profit, founded 2016
House, procured in 2019

lated Sept. 30, 2017, 6:31

Online resources available
Youtube account
Website: 309punkproject.org/
Instagram active

PUNK Y IS— SRS U oUR MISSION
PROJECT ) E VX T jeleh ' ° ' We serve the local and regional
community by operating as a gathering
place, housing an archive for DIY culture,
and by providing an Artist in Residence
Program in order to inspire and enrich all
our lives

309 PUNK PROJECT

Artists and Writers
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Nashville Underground Music Archive

Main Page

Welcome to the Nashville Underground Music Archive- a place to
share and save memories of the people, places, and performances that
show the under side of Music City, USA. As time marches on, much of
what helped make the musical communities in this town have gone away
too soon, or for some, not soon enough- here is the story.

This project is a constant work in progress. Pl "o 5 50 e 2

your story and help improve it for others.

Contents [hide]
1 People
2 Labels
3 Places
4 Performances

5 Underground

® Underground Music Archives in the American South

SAA Research Forum

Community-run, fan-run

Physical location to visit
Suboptimal: private house

Online resources available
Wiki-template website:
thenashvilleunderground.org

Instagram: blog-style
350+ hrs of inferviews

1500+ 45s, 7", 10", LPs
Ephemera: zines, flyers

Reel-to-reel,
Nashville
Underground
Music
Archive
thenashvilleunderground.org
July 30, 2025 Jon Sewell



9 DC/Punk*Archive

Who else is out there?

v/ Community Archives
o

Nashville Underground .. ’

9 9 309 Punk Project
Center for Popular Music "
Memphis Punk Archive
Memphis Punk Archive 9 Memphis Punk Archi

Southern Punk Archive Q

Atlanta Punk‘Zing coll...

9 Atlanta Punk Zine co
0

Southern Punk Archive

9 Louisville Underground Musi

9 Potentials

9 309 Punk Project '

DC Punk Archive
Houston Punk ‘Archive

Q Houston Punk Archive

9 Center for Popular Music
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‘ sﬁ nn(; lei!;li E: ao '; Join/Renew Bookstore Courses Annual Meeting Donate SfiA Connect Login
il What else is out there?

Promoting the value and diversity of archives and archivists.

About Archives « AboutSAA -+ Careers e+ Education < Publications -

Guide to Archives Consortia

The Membership Subcommittee developed this resource to provide archival repository

employees and researchers with a convenient guide to archives consortia. If you have additional

consortia to add to the list, please contact the M

e typically organized around geographic regions
e occasional org. around fopic
e fewer examples of regions and topic:
o New York Art Resources Consortium
o NLM History of Medicine Finding Aids Consortium
-last one inactive- goes to WayBack Machine :(

® Underground Music Archives in the American South

Advocacy -

B SAA Research Forum

Membership

Regional Archival Associations Consortium (RAAC)

Regional Archival Associations
Consortium (RAACQ)

The Regional Archival Associations Consortium (RAAC) provides a
mechanism to connect the leadership of regional, multistate, state,
and local archival organizations with each other and to the Society of
American Archivists (SAA). RAAC seeks to facilitate information
exchange and foster collaboration among these organizations. It
offers formal channels to coordinate efforts intra-state, interstate,
and with SAA which facilitate streamlining actions, reducing costs,

and increasing services. Such efforts include but are not limited to
advocacy, public awareness, education, disaster planning/recovery,
and grant development.
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Thank you

Any Help Appreciated!

Say Hello please!

Jon Sewell
thenashvilleunderground@gmail.com
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