
Comparative Research on 
Underground Music Archives

 in the American South

Society of American Archivists 
Research Forum 2025

Jon Sewell

PhD student, MTSU



To  focus on underground and punk music primarily in the South: 

a seemingly unconventional location for these scenes- placing this 
historically under-represented subculture/counterculture in an often 
hostile environment… How are they preserved and archived?

Problem Statement

Underground Music Archives in the American South SAA Research Forum July 30, 2025

Previous research precedent at SAA:

2015 Annual Conference Presentation 

University of Louisville, LUMA project
Curator: Elizabeth Reilly

Jon Sewell



Underground Music Archives
in the American South

Timeline for Research… and Action?

1 Spring 2025

Survey the field:
“Is there anybody out there?”

Identify Partners

Make contact

Proposals:
SAA Research Forum
AASLH  conference Panel

Documentation Strategy

2 Summer 2025

Further Research:
“What’s out there?”

Partner communication

New partners emerge:
“Let the tribe increase”

SAA Presentation!

3 Fall 2025 4 2026 and beyond…

Engage the field:
“What are we making?”

Partners to Partnership 

Are there others?

AASLH Panel! Sept. in Cincy

Engagement deepens:
“How do we do it?”

Partnership (in)formalizes

Southern Underground 
Music Academic 
Conference: U. of Miss?
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Partners Contacted

1

2

3

4

5

6

Louisville Underground Music Archive,
 Spec. Coll, University of Louisville

Southern Punk Archive, 
Southern Doc. Project, Univ. of Miss.

Atlanta Punk Zine Collection
Rose Library, Emory University

Memphis Punk Archive

309 Punk Project, Pensacola

Nashville Underground Music Archive
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 Institutionally-managed  Community-managed
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    Louisville Underground Music Archive
 Spec. Coll, University of Louisville

Academic Institution

Archives & Special Collections

Physical location to visit

Online resources available

Community advisory board

2011:, founded by community members
with U of L connections

- library.louisville.edu/archives/luma
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Academic Institution

Center for Southern Studies,
Southern Documentary Project

Physical location to visit

Online resources available

Community advisory board

2021- est’d by John Rash in 
collaboration with the U. Miss. Library 
Archives and Special Collections.

southdocs.org/southern-punk-archive/

    Southern Punk Archive, 
Southern Doc. Project, Univ. of Miss.

Southern Punk Archive is a growing physical and digital 
repository of videos, photos, fliers, music, films, and oral 
histories with a unique interest in DIY spaces, 
self-published works, rural punks, artists, writers, and 
musicians who have contributed to the development and 
growth of this scene. 
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    Atlanta Punk Zine Collection
Rose Library, Emory University

Academic Institution

Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives, and
Rare Book Library

Political, Cultural and Social Movements
Collections

Physical location to visit

Online resources available

Oxford Library's Anarchy in GA: Sex 
Pistols and Atlanta Punk exhibit

-guides.libraries.emory.edu/

“As part of the research process, the 
exhibit team explored the Rose 
Library's Atlanta Punk Periodicals 
collection. While many zines from the 
collection were scanned, only a small 
selection were incorporated into the 
physical exhibit poster. Selected zine 
scans are reproduced below.”
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  Memphis Punk Archive

“Fan-run” community archive

No physical location…
Digitizing events at WYXR

No website… Online resources aplenty:
Bandcamp site:

memphispunkarchive.bandcamp.com/
Instagram account:

instagram.com/memphispunkarchive/

"There is so, so much music that isn't 
online anywhere, especially independent 
music.” Memphis Punk Archive provides 
a platform for somewhat forgotten acts 
to have a second breath of life in the 
digital age.
-memphismagazine.com/features/preserving-t
he-past-with-the-memphis-punk-archive/
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    309 Punk Project Pensacola

Community-run, Artist-run

Non-profit, founded 2016
House, procured in 2019

Physical location to visit
Artists-in-Residence, 2022

Online resources available
Youtube account
Website: 309punkproject.org/
Instagram active

OUR MISSION:
We serve the local and regional 
community by operating as a gathering 
place, housing an archive for DIY culture, 
and by providing an Artist in Residence 
Program in order to inspire and enrich all 
our lives

Our primary goal is to serve 
the local and regional 
community as archive, 
residency, and venue for 
divergent practices in DIY 
culture and contemporary art 
that critically examine the 
sociopolitical cultural moment 
that is shaping all our lives.
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Community-run, fan-run

Physical location to visit
Suboptimal: private house

Online resources available
Wiki-template website:
thenashvilleunderground.org

Instagram: blog-style

350+ hrs of interviews
1500+ 45s, 7”, 10”, LPs
Ephemera: zines, flyers
Reel-to-reel, 

    Nashville Underground Music Archive
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ring

 Who else is out there?
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 What else is out there?

● typically organized around geographic regions
● occasional org. around topic
● fewer examples of regions and topic:

○ New York Art Resources Consortium
○ NLM History of Medicine Finding Aids Consortium

-last one inactive- goes to WayBack Machine :(



Thank you

Any Help Appreciated!
Say Hello please!

Jon Sewell
thenashvilleunderground@gmail.com
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