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Abstract

This talk explores the capacity for apprenticeships, a training model ordinarily applied to higher
education alternatives and certain secondary-school paths emphasizing the trades to more
appropriately prepare the future stewards of our collective culture. Around since some of the
most ancient of recorded civilizations and ebbing and flowing in popularity since, their import
remains steadfast. Situating current archival training programs in a larger historical context that
traces the evolution of skilled labor, higher education and academic training, and cultural
production and its preservation will enable a deeper consideration of how it may be possible for
blue collar approaches to white collar careers to expand current archival expertise to include a
better prepared and more diverse and highly-skilled population of skilled archivists. A brief
overview of current alternative training opportunities is offered alongside a comparison of areas
of overlap among other well-established programs of study for professional licensure across the
current workforce.
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