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Abstract
Building upon the work of other information scholars who explore personal collecting behavior
as a routine human activity (Dillon 2019, Krtalić et al 2021), this research expands the notion of
personal collecting behavior to include intergenerational habits as an influence on one’s
collecting preferences. Using survey responses as well as individual interviews with archival
studies students and current and former archival practitioners, this research explores the
relationship between archivists' personal collecting behaviors and how they intersect with, or
diverge from, those of their families. I attempt to understand whether family collecting practices
influence one's decision to enter the archival profession. Further, I argue it's important for the
archival field to better understand archival practitioners' personal relationships with "stuff," as
these attitudes carry over into professional work settings, impacting everyday archival practice.
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