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Abstract

Archivists have long been trained to preserve, describe, contextualize, and provide access to
records of enduring value. These archival competencies are central to research data management.
The presenters argue that archival education and professional development should more
deliberately incorporate research data management, not as a departure from archival practice, but
as an extension of it.

This presentation presents research into archivist master’s degree programs, which suggests that
while archival curricula often emphasize appraisal, metadata, preservation, ethics, and access,
they may provide limited formal preparation for working with research datasets, data
management plans, disciplinary repositories, funder requirements, or the research data lifecycle.
This gap matters as archivists are increasingly positioned to support data-intensive scholarship
and contribute to institutional research infrastructure.

Research data management requires skills that archivists already cultivate: documentation,
preservation planning, rights management, ethical access, and long-term stewardship. However,
archivists also need opportunities to develop data-focused competencies that prepare them to
collaborate with researchers, data librarians, research offices, and repository managers.

This presentation will explore where archival and research data management practices overlap,
where additional training is needed, and how archival master’s programs and continuing
education might integrate data-focused competencies. Ultimately, reframing archivists as
research data stewards can expand professional pathways while strengthening the role of
archives in preserving the evidence, context, and outputs of contemporary scholarship.
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