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Who we are



https://scalar.usc.edu/works/willard-and-wells/index

A Little Context for our Current Project

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/willard-and-wells/index


Current Project: Creating a Database from Archival Sources 

https://tinyurl.com/bdew47fy

https://tinyurl.com/bdew47fy


WCTU ARCHIVES 
SOURCES 

WCTU OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 
ANNUAL REPORT, 
1885:
 DIRECTORY OF 
UNIONS



WCTU ARCHIVES 
SOURCES 

WCTU of  Pennsylvania 
Annual Report, 1885:
 Report of the 
Department of Work 
Among Colored People 
(State Superintendent 
Frances E. W. Harper)



WCTU ARCHIVES 
SOURCES 

Blurb from Union 
Signal newspaper, 
July 6, 1916



Gathering the Data: An Iterative* Process
• Designing & Refining the Spreadsheets

• Creating a Manual for Data-Gatherers
• How to look for names
• How to enter data
• How to confirm the data with ancestry.com etc

• Pilot Programs: https://franceswillardhouse.org/wp-content/uploads/Summer-2022-Report.pdf

• Creating context for data-gatherers
• The structure of the WCTU
• Heat maps & population stats
• Changes over in time in US Census rules
• Changes in admin structure, reporting formats
• Other sources

• Meanwhile: Promote, promote, promote
                                                         
                                                                       *I hate the word iterative

Background photo: 
Summer 2022 interns at work in 
the WCTU Archive

https://franceswillardhouse.org/wp-content/uploads/Summer-2022-Report.pdf


From Archives to Data: Sheet 1  (Individuals): 
Data from WCTU of Kansas state reports

Fields (27)



From Archives to Data:  
An excerpt from the Illinois Spreadsheet, Sheet 1, including Union names/towns

Green: Sources confirm that the individual 
was Black.

Blue: Sources indicate that it is likely that the 
individual was Black.

Pink: Sources are inconclusive on whether the 
individual was Black.

Yellow: Source confirm that the individual was 
White.

`
Confirming the Data using Ancestry.com  (Census, etc.) and other sources: 

Another excerpt from the Illinois Spreadsheet, Sheet 1







                       For Much More Information about the “Black Women of the WCTU” Project:
    Contact: Janet Olson, Archivist/Project Leader: archives@franceswillardhouse.org
    Web Site: https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
    You Tube: Progress report (2/26/2023): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s                         

mailto:archives@franceswillardhouse.org
https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s

