From Archives to Data:

Creating a Research Database to
Document the Black Women of the WCTU

SAA Research Forum, July 19, 2023
Presenter: Janet Olson, Archivist
Frances Willard House Museum & WCTU Archives
Evanston IL http://www.franceswillardhouse.org



Who we are

HOUSE MUSEUM and ARCHIVES

at the Center for Women's History and Leadership

Frances Willard House Museum
1730 Chicago Ave, Evanston IL

The WCTU Archives...in the WCTU Administration
Building, behind the House Museum




A Little Context for our Current Project
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Truth-Telling: Frances Willard and Ida B. Wells
R

https://scalar.usc.edu/works/willard-and-wells/index



https://scalar.usc.edu/works/willard-and-wells/index

Current PrOJect Creatlng a Database from Archlval Sources
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Black Women of the WCTU: A Research Database [/,
Documenting Black women’s involvement in the WCTU

https://tinyurl.com/bdew47fy
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WCTU ARCHIVES
SOURCES

WCTU OF
PENNSYLVANIA
ANNUAL REPORT,
1885:

DIRECTORY OF
UNIONS
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Department of Work
Among Colored People
(State Superintendent
Frances E. W. Harper)



WCTU ARCHIVES
SOURCES

Blurb from Union
Signal newspaper,
July 6, 1916
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the negroes of Syracuse, N. X., was or-

ganized recently at the Bethany “Bap-

tist church and will be known as the
Lucy Thurman union. This union, which
has fifteen charter members, was organ-
ized under the auspices of Syracuse
Union No. 2, following several years of
work by Mrs. C. J. Clark, superintendent
for Onondaga county of Work Among

Colored People.

rv

~The first W. C. T. U. for work among

O




Gathering the Data: An Iterative® Process

- Designing & Refining the Spreadsheets

« Creating a Manual for Data-Gatherers
« How to look for names
« How to enter data

 How to confirm the data with ancestry.com etc
« Pilot Programs: https://franceswillardhouse.org/wp-content/uploads/Summer-2022-Report.pdf

. Creating context for data-gatherers
e The structure of the WCTU
« Heat maps & population stats
« Changes over in time in US Census rules
« Changes in admin structure, reporting formats
e Other sources

« Meanwhile: Promote, promote, promote

*| hate the word iterative
Background photo:

Summer 2022 interns at work in
the WCTU Archive


https://franceswillardhouse.org/wp-content/uploads/Summer-2022-Report.pdf

From Archives to Data: Sheet 1 (Individuals):
Data from WCTU of Kansas state reports
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last_name last_name_sowrce First_name first_name_source  _Name | name date_of_birth date_of _birth_sowrce date of death
Anderson “Noted Negro Women®™ 1893 p. 83 Naomi *Noted Negro Women™ 1893 p. E)¢ 1843
Boyd NWCTU Minutes 1904 p. 207/NWCTU Minutes 1905 p. 224 Abbie C NWCTU Minutes 1904 p. 207/NWCTU Minutes 1905 p. 224 1824
Cordry Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 7 Mres £ 3 Karsas Anmusl Report 1890 p. 7
Osllard Alexander Street “Mamie Dllarg™ Mamie Alexander Street “Mamie Dillard™ Mary Jane 1874 1954
Germmmett NWCTU Minates 1908 p. 234/NWCTU Minutes 1511 p 202  Mattie NWCTU Minutes 1508 p. 234/NWCTU Minutes 1911 p. 202 Grimmett NWCTU Minutes 1516 p. 180
Grimenett NWCTU Minctes 1916 p. 180 Mattie &, NWCTU Minutes 1916 p 180
Hellasd Karsas Annal Report 1890 p 3 S Lillie Karaas Annual Report 1890 p. 3 S
L) Eansas Annwal Report 1850 p 8 Miss Belle Kansas Annual Repornt 1850 p 8
Merritt Kansas Annual Report 1850 p. 3 16 Mres. D, Karsas Aonual Report 1890 p. 3 16
Merrite Kansas Anral Report 1890 o 16 Gertrude Kanses Annusl Report 1890 p 16
Mitchell ansas Annual Report 1890 p 4 Miss M, Kansas Annual Report 1850 p 4
Smith “Women of Distinction™ 1893 p. 187 Lucy “Women of Distinction™ 1893 p. 187 maiden “Women of Distinction™ 1893 p. 187
Tracy NWCTU Mintes 1900 g 201 Asnie M NWCTU Minutes 1900 p 201

) x L " N o
date_of_death_source state state_abbe town location_source wety_role
Kansas KS Wichita "Noted Negro Women™ 1893 p. 831 Member of WCTU in Wichita circa 1893
Karsas XS NWCTU Mirstes 1904 p. 207/NWCTU Minutes 1905 o 224  State Supetistendent for Work Among Colored People 1904-05
Karsas XS Mahaska Kansas Annuasl Report 1850 p 7 Fifth District Superintendent for Work among Colored 1890
Kansas XS Lawrence Alexander Street “Mamie Dillarg™ Joired WCTU in 1892 and wrote encouraging other Black women 1o join
Kansas KS NWCTU Mirtes 1908 p. 234/NWCTU Minutes 1911 p. 202 State Superstendent of Work Among Colored Peopie 1908 1911
Karsas KS NWCTU Mirstes 1916 p. 180 State Superstendent of Work Among Colored People 1916
Karsas XS Mound City Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 3 5 State Superistendent for Work among Colored 1890 / Second District Superintendent for Work among Colored 1890
Kansas KS Hutchinson Kansas Annual Report 1550 p 8 Seventh District Superintendent for Work amang Colored 1890
Karsas KS North Topeka Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 3 16 State Sup = for Evangel Woaork among Colored 1890 / President of North Topeka Colored 1890
Karsas KS North Topeka Kansas Annual Report 13590 p 16 Corresponding Secretary of North Topeka Colored 1890
Karsas KS Leavenworth Kansas Annual Report 1850 p 4 First District Super for Work ¢ Colored 1890
Karsas KS Wyandotte *Waomen of Distinction™ 1893 p. 187 Secretary of Wyandotte WCTU 1884
Karnsas KS Logan NWCTU Minutes 1500 p. 201 State Superintendent of Work Among Colored People 1500
P Q R S T U v w
wetu_role_source don_ lon_; Ssource union_location union_location_source union_d lon_d _source race_confirmation
“Noted Negro Women™ 1893 p. 83f
NWCTU Minutes 1904 p. 207/NWCTU Minutes 1905 p. 224 Likely Not African American
Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 7
Alexander Street "Mamie Dillard™
NWCTU Minutes 1908 p. 234/NWCTU Minutes 1911 p. 202
NWCTU Minutes 1916 p. 180
Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 3 5
Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 8
Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 3 16 Unconfirmed
Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 16
Kansas Annual Report 1890 p. 4
“"Women of Distinction™ 1893 p. 187
NWCTU Minutes 1900 p. 201
x Y 4 AA AB
race_confirmation_notes race_confirmation_source notes notes _sowurce researcher_name

*Noted Negro Women™ 1893 p. 83f
NWCTU Minutes 1904 p. 207/ NWCTU Minutes 1905 p. 224

Amelia Perkins
Amelia Perkins
Kristin Jacobsen
Amelia Perkins
Amelia Perkins
Amelia Perking
Kristin Jacobsen
Kristin Jacobsen
Kristin Jacobsen
Kristin Jacobsen
Kristin Jacobsen
Amelia Perkins

Ukely White based on Abbie C Soyd from Falls Kansas in the 1900 US Census. Age and Race found in 1900 US Census.
Alexander Street “Mamie Dillarg™
NWCTU Minutes 1908 p. 234/NWCTU Mirstes 1911 p. 202
NWCTU Minutes 1916 p. 180

Unable able to find in 1895 state census Ancestry.com search 843 Quincy Street North Topeka Kansas Anmual Report 1890 p. 3
416 Ottawa Street Leaverworth  Kansas Annual Report 15350 p. 4

“Women of Distinction™ 1893 p. 187

Fields (27)
Last Name

Source

First Name

Source

Alternate Name

Source

Date of Birth

Source

Date of Death

Source

State

State Abbr.

Town

Source

WCTU Role

Source

Union Name

Source

Union Location

Source

Union Date

Source

Race Confirmation

Source

Notes

Researcher Name
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From Archives to Data:

An excerpt from the lllinois Spreadsheet, Sheet 1, including Union names/towns

aitemate name -~ town SOUTCE WCtu role union _name

ETJEJ/EvaT. Champaign Ilinois Annual Report 1920 p. 4Nl State Superintendent Work ArIda Gill/Ida Gill (colored)
Danville Illinois Annual Report 1930 p. 130 Treasurer Danville (Colored)
Kankakee lHlinois Annual Report 1927 p.1 Corresponding Secretary Kankakee (Colored Union)
Chicago llinois Annual Report 1924 p.8 Corresponding Secretary Banner
Chicago lllinois Annual Report 1923 p. 100 Treasurer/Corresponding Secr Progressive
Peoria Illinois Annual Report 1915 p. 150 President Elizabeth E. Peterson {Color
Springfieid Ilinois Annual Report 1912 p. 216 Treasurer 1912-1913 Springfield Colored/Springfi
Galesburg Illinois Annual Report 1921 p. 104 Corresponding Secretary Galesburg No. 2

Isabella ElgnfAurora  lllinois Annual Report 1898 p. 228 Elgin President 1898 1895/Aur Elgin (Lucy Thurman)/Auror

Confirming the Data using Ancestry.com (Census, etc.) and other sources:
Another excerpt from the lllinois Spreadsheet, Sheet 1

last_name
Adams
Albritton
Anderson
Apger/Apgar
Arant/Avant
Ashworth
Austin
Bailey
Barlow
Barnett

last_name_source first_name
Illinois Annual Report 1910 p. 170 Katherine
Illinois Annual Report 1910 p. 184 Mary
Illinois Annual Report 1927 p.112 Genevia
linois Annual Report 1925p.  Ella

Illinois Annual Report 1926 p.  Naomi/Naome
Ilinois Annual Report 1944 p. 89 Minnie
Illinois Annual Report 1922 p. 118 E.

Ilinois Annual Report 1941 p. 101 Mrs. L),
Ilinois Annual Report 1921 p. 92 ).

Illinois Annual Report 1920 p.  Arizona

111 9% Wodle STt SR ) v —

Green: Sources confirm that the individual
was Black.

Blue: Sources indicate that it is likely that the
individual was Black.

PIRK: Sources are inconclusive on whether the
individual was Black.

Yellow: Source confirm that the individual was
White.



Database in Action
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Number of Black Unions in illingis by Year, 1868-15950

Visualizations by Adam Raczkowski



| NEXT STEPS

Keep working our way through state records on site
with the help of interns and volunteers

Determine and set up best data management/delivery
system for partial/ongoing access

Develop ways to crowdsource despite undigitized
records

Develop contacts & ways to make use of records that
exist in other repositories

« Create an advisory committee, establish

partnerships & collaborations
 Continue to publicize, promote, engage
« Go for a big grant

CHALLENGES

Lack of staff, time, and funds

Limited technical knowledge

Aimost 'ﬁonE' of 'oﬁr"recordé are digﬂi?ed; & =

must be consulted on site

OCur recdrds are infcompleteé (although- we ~
- know where to find missing material) :

..............................................................



For Much More Information about the “Black Women of the WCTU” Project:
Contact: Janet Olson, Archivist/Project Leader: archives@franceswillardhouse.org

Web Site: https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
You Tube: Progress report (2/26/2023): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZIBv-y2M&t=52s

Thanks for your
interest. We
would love to
hear from you!

W W 1730 Chicago Avenue

Evanston IL 60201
HOUSE MUSEUM and ARCHIVES

www.franceswillardhouse.org

at the Center for Women's History and Leadership

Archives (by appointment): archives@franceswillardhouse.org

General: info@franceswillardhouse.org (847-328-7500)

Museum Tours (reservations required; see website for open
dates): tours@franceswillardhouse.org

Twitter—Facebook—Instagram—YouTube


mailto:archives@franceswillardhouse.org
https://franceswillardhouse.org/research/black-women-of-the-wctu-research-database-project/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16tZlBv-y2M&t=52s

