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Abstract
The emergence of artificial intelligence and machine learning tools poses a challenge to archives
and records professionals accustomed to understanding and documenting the activities of human
agents rather than the often-opaque processes of artificial intelligent agents. While a familiar
concept in social science research and digital cultural heritage, paradata has only recently been
introduced into the archival realm. In response to the uncertainty around transparency and
accountability when employing AI techniques, the InterPARES Trust AI research group launched
a study to understand how paradata can be used to describe the unique documentation needs that
emerge when information objects are created using such tools. For the purposes of this study,
paradata is defined as “information about the procedure(s) and tools used to create and process
information resources, along with information about the persons carrying out those procedures.”
This presentation will examine challenges posed to accountability, transparency, and impartiality
by introducing an unfamiliar nonhuman agent into the creation process.
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