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Abstract

This proposal addresses the importance of academic exchange and translation in archival science
across the American continent. Its objective is to highlight recent developments in the field while
noting the limited dialogue at an intercontinental level. Archival theory and practice in the
Americas have a long tradition; however, its development has been shaped by the language of
academic production, particularly the divide between English, Spanish and Portuguese. In the
past, there have been notable efforts to build bridges between these linguistic spheres, such as the
work of Theodore Schellenberg in Latin America. More recently, there have been significant
contributions of archival studies researchers from Latin America in English language
publications and in academic events. Despite these achievements, the language divide continues
to present challenges for the critical study of archival contributions from the North and South.
For example, the contributions associated with the “archival turn” have contributed to a growing
gap between these two contexts. At the same time, many Latin American countries have had
their own archival developments, not only through the professionalization of archivists but also
in response to political contexts that have required urgent recordkeeping efforts. In this context,
we present a recent collaborative book project composed of six articles and six short essays that
reflect on the connections between English-language archival literature and the Latin American
context. We argue that translation—both from English into Spanish and Portuguese and vice
versa—as well as increased academic dialogue, is essential for the development of archival
training at a continental level.

About the authors:

Joel A. Blanco Rivera is a professor at the Escuela Nacional de Conservacion, Restauracion y
Museografia (ENCRyM) in Mexico City, where he teaches for the Master in Conservation of
Archival Materials. He obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School of
Information Sciences in 2012. His research interests focus on archival education in Latin
America and the Caribbean, the relationship between archives and transitional justice
mechanisms in Latin America, web archiving, and social media archives. His dissertation is a
case study of the work of the National Security Archive in Latin America, with a focus on the
use of government records in truth commission investigations and human rights trials.

Jaime Sanchez Macedo is a PhD candidate at El Colegio de Michoacan, Mexico. He has taught
undergraduate and graduate courses in history, social sciences, and archival science, and have
professional experience with both institutional and community archives in Mexico. His research



focuses on heritage, memory, and archival history. His doctoral dissertation examines the history
of the National Archives of Mexico from 1909 to 1946.



