ABSTRACT

Promoting archival collections, exhibitions, and programs is an
essential step in boosting visibility, traffic, and engagement. When
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METHODS & FINDINGS BENEFITS
To understand the impact of Canva on our marketing efforts, we collected data from usage Creating eye-catching and memorable materials, such

the Central Piedmont Community College Archives moved into its

new location in the summer of 2022, we turned to Canva — an
online graphic design platform — to bring greater awareness to our
redesigned physical space and enhance our digital presence.
Incorporating Canva into our marketing activities also allowed us to

create powerful first impressions, become more approachable, and

generate interest and curiosity within students, faculty, staff, and

members of the general public.

This poster describes the various ways in which Canva elevated our

reports, surveys, and face-to-face interactions.

3. Quote from a student who visited our Parallel Lives exhibition

as posters, newsletters, and information cards, using
Canva or other similar tools can:

1. Newsletter statistics from October 2022 (when it launched) to June 2023
2. Student feedback on our Archival Photos Reimagined exhibition guide

e |ncrease awareness
e |ncrease your value
e Change perceptions

While signage and other methods of promotion are important aspects of raising awareness,

we learned that 100% of students surveyed expressed interest in interacting with the

designs and kept us relevant, presents examples of its
Implementation, includes findings based on interactions with and
feedback from archival users, highlights the main advantages of

promoting with Canva, and provides ideas for other archival
professionals from small academic institutions looking to promote

their services and collections.

INTRODUCTION &
PROBLEM STATEMENT

The Central Piedmont Archives started looking for ways to promote
its collections, exhibitions, and programs in August 2022, a month
after moving into its new home. With the Archives equally divided
into three modernized rooms for research, processing, and storage,
the next challenge became how do we let students and staff know
we are here in a low-cost and efficient way? We turned to Canva, a

web-based graphic design tool.

Since then, Canva has been used to create signage and information
cards, build newsletters, and enhance LibGuides — all in an effort to
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visually communicate in an attractive and effective way what the
Archives has to offer and help the community understand we are a

resource for them.
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Archival Photos Reimagined

An exhibition presenting the Central Piedmont Archives as a source of inspiration for creative expression and featuring archival

photos as references for reimagined artworks.

Overview
Spring 2023
Spring 2024
The Archival Photos Reimagined project emerged from a collaborative partnership between the
Central Piedmont Archives and the Visual Arts Club. It encourages members of the Central
Piedmont community to create works of art inspired by our photographs and publications
collections.
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Nine individuals participated in the first Archival Photos Reimagined exhibition, ranging from first-
year students to full-time staff members. The works of art incorporate elements from the archival

photos that inspired them and vary in style, medium, size, and subject matter.

Explore the Spring 2023 submissions below to learn more about the artists, the photographs they

selected, and the artworks they created.

EXPLORE EXBLONE

Repeat After Me Reminiscence The Depths of Learning
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CENTRAL HIGH AND SECOND WARD HIGH SCHQOOLS
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The Central Piedmont Library & Archive are proud to present
Parallel Lives: Central High and Second Ward High Schools,
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Archives through social media.
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Central Piedmont Archives Newsletter
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SIX DECADES OF SUCCESS

an exhibition celebrating the centennial histories of two institutions connected to Erin Allsop, College Archivist
Central Pliedmont's history.

Located on the 3rd Floor of the Hagemeyer Library,
learn about how Central High and Second Ward
High Schools fulfilled the growing educational needs

[ [

What once was a single campus serving 1,500 students has

3rd Floor transformed into a multi-campus institution and leader in

* Display Cases workforce development in Mecklenburg County serving over
250,000 students annually. Opening as a fully integrated

. institution in 1 | Pi i Il
of Charlotte students in the early 20th and how these nifiufion In 163, Eentral Risdmant Communlty Callege
. . . celebrates six decades of success this year. There have been
two instifutions were forced to operate away from o .
o _ many historical moments over the past 60 years. Looking back on
eaoh ther; ||Vlng SEPQrOTe bUT po r0||6| |lVeS. Archives our storied past, there is often a common denominator in the
"how's" and "why's" of particular events — our students and their
The dlSple features artifacts from bOJ[h h|gh SChOD|S, success. When our students succeed, our college succeeds.
such as yearbooks and diplomas, as well as
y p ) ¥ Archives As Dr. Deitemeyer states, "We are in the life transformation
phOTOgrOphSr newspaper C|Ipplngs, and other Room 3250 business,” and we are blessed to have an historical account of
materials that depICT their |Dﬂg—STCIndir'lg histories. ﬁ the lives and communities we have had positive impacts on over
[77] I I these last 60 years.
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Of the students who participated
in Archival Photos Reimagined, an
art project led by the Archives,

/5% thought our LibGuide was
well-designed and interesting.
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CONCLUSION &
FURTHER EXPLORATION

Over the past year, Canva's user-friendly interface
and customizable templates have played a significant
role in our marketing activities, producing
promotional materials that grab the attention of our
target audience, generate interest, direct patrons to
our physical and online spaces, and communicate
care and credibility.

Additionally, based on the feedback we received, we
are currently in the process of developing an account
on Instagram (@cpccarchives). This next step will

help us further promote the Archives on social media.

As we continue our outreach efforts and find more
iInnovative ways to increase our presence, Canva will

| was on the first floor [of the remain a valuable and reliable tool, helping us create
library] when | noticed the Parallel quality materials that will connect with our
Lives poster. | didn't know we had community.

an archive, so | thought I'd come by
to check it out," said a student who
visited the display cases located
outside the Archives.
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What's Happening?

2 - "Thank You, Mr. Mason!"
4 - Archives Staff Reflections
6 - "Parallel Lives" Exhibition

8 - Updates From the Archives

Throwback Corner

Students from the Welding Program in
the 1970s working on projects and

making sparks fly!

IDEAS FOR INSPIRATION

e Headers and other themed images for
LibGuides and/or blogs

CENTRAL . G -
PIEDMONT Signage pointing the way to new

exhibitions/displays
e Newsletters with the latest updates and
collection highlights

ARCHIVES

HISTORY LIVES HERE

WHO WE ARE : ey
e |Information cards with key archival
collections and services
ma e Bookmarks with the archive's name and

FI contact information

e Postcards with collection highlights and a
I QR code to the main website
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