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Abstract: 
While digital preservation is increasingly an area of interest and concern in the archival field, 
many institutions are just getting started or do not have the capacity to do every part of digital 
preservation “best practice”. This presentation covers the project design and preliminary survey 
results from a study being conducted to identify what parts of “best practice” are being let go of 
in pursuit of “good practice”, and what digital preservation success looks like at small to 
mid-sized institutions across North America. Our larger goal is that by sharing the results of this 
study we can empower smaller institutions to dive into digital preservation now rather than 
waiting for everything to be perfect and to celebrate the digital preservation work that is being 
done currently.  
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