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Abstract:

This presentation introduces a community-led archival initiative focused on the sacred library of
Babalawo Irete Obara, a spiritual elder whose private collection holds more than fifty years of
ritual texts, annotated Odu Ifa, and spiritual correspondence. These materials contain rare
linguistic, historical, and ceremonial knowledge spanning multiple lineages and generations. Yet
they remain largely undocumented and at risk of deterioration.

Unlike institutional archives, this library exists within an active spiritual lineage. Its preservation
requires more than scanning equipment or metadata standards. It demands humility, consent, and
community-rooted methods of care. This case study explores an emerging approach to
digitization grounded in spiritual ethics, Afro-diasporic sovereignty, and intergenerational trust.

The Iroko Historical Society leads this effort through collaborative scanning practices, metadata
that reflects sacred categories, and digital storage solutions shaped by those closest to the
materials. This work challenges the limitations of Western archival frameworks that often
misclassify or ignore Afro-Caribbean spiritual records.

Rather than treat these papers as folklore or ephemera, this project affirms their value as records
of ceremony, migration, and ancestral presence. It also builds bridges between library and
information science, anthropology, and religious studies.

The presentation offers early lessons for LIS practitioners, archivists, and community leaders
who wish to protect sacred documents without erasing their context. It also outlines next steps
for completing digital preservation, developing access protocols, and growing a sustainable
model for sacred archives across traditions.
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