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Abstract

The archival profession is witnessing a concerted effort to preserve the web in the current
political climate. The retirement of the Albert S. Cook Library’s X account and move to Bluesky
exposed an opportunity for Towson University’s Special Collections and University Archives
(SCUA) to reassess our social media preservation procedures. SCUA currently utilizes Archive-
It as its web-crawling tool; however, it has been inconsistent with social media capture. We are
investigating other tools for crawling, direct content download, or consistent capture as a
preservation practice. Our case study seeks to evaluate how our archives can best gauge its
capacity for social media preservation and how we determine “good” sustainable practices
amidst platform evolution, retirement, and migration.

The TU Digital Archivist and Associate for Digital Initiatives will present their work-in-progress
reassessment of the social media preservation workflow and policy development. Their
presentation will cover 1) the political context surrounding web archives and our library’s
response 2) our process for demoing web capture products 3) proposal for a social media
preservation policy that accounts for the accessibility implications of such media and its
relevance for a diverse group of researchers.
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