State of the Collections: Introduction

Until 2022, The Huntington Library did not have a comprehensive overview of
the size of its archival processing backlog, which collections were in the 1. Provide information on the
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collections. Furthermore, the library could not assess the rate of acquisitions 2.Provide high level data on

coming in annually against collections being opened for research and how or the discoverability and
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This lack of information inhibited the library’s ability to make fully informed
decisions related to processing, collection management, acquisitions, and
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staffing as well as assess levels of demand for unprocessed collections. Librar :
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patrons were also unable to fully search the library's archival holdings. . .
collection location data
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As an institution that has been collecting and describing its collections for over
U n I n g o n I I a I y s I c Iva 100 years, the concept of a backlog and how to assess it was complicated by

huge shifts in standards, practices, and systems and tools that occurred over
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decades and piecemeal retrospective projects. Two main limiting factors in
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our collections from which we could create a definitive list and the local Archival Processing Manager

standard for expressing collection extents was most often an item count. The Huntington Library

Number of collections in broad categories

o o 2022 | 2023
Results and Findings
We have a list of all of our collections and The chart to the right shows the
can better understand our backlog and its breakdown of the collections into 2 broad 1,500
needs to inform future work. We continue categories:
to maintain this data -- adding new e Visible and accessible: Has a record in
aquisitions, adding any materials we the OPAC, in WorldCat, an online 1,000
discover that were missed in the survey, finding aid, and was assessed as being
and keeping the status of collections up to fully processed.
date. We can now track the state of our e Hidden and/or backlog: Was missing 500
collections and understand how it's one of more of the accessibility or
changing over time. discoverability elements.

2 Visible and accessible Hidden and/or backlog

In 2023, while the number of collections that are
"hidden or backlog" increased by 4 (from 1,806 to
2022 2023 1,810), the overall percentage of the collections
that are visible and accessible increased from
41.5% to 43%.

Breakdown of the collections in the hidden and/or backlog category
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Other findings of note (as of 2023):

e 64 collections are processed but do not
have a record in the OPAC.

e 507 collections are processed but don't
have an online finding aid.

e 75 collections have a finding aid but were
assessed as not being fully processed.

e 547 collections that are not fully processed
are 1 = 5 linear feet.

e 273 collections that are not fully processed
are <1 linear foot.
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