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Are current descriptive practices adequately describing 
mixed race individuals and enabling discovery?

Can the fields of Critical Mixed Race Theory and 
Mixed Race Studies provide guidance on how to 

enhance description and discovery of archival 
materials documenting the experiences of mixed 

race individuals?



RACE
"race is a social construction and not a fixed, static category 
rooted in some notion of innate biological differences. The 
construction of race and racial meanings can be understood as 
part of a universal phenomenon of classifying people on the 
basis of real or imagined attributes....resistance to such 
oppressive practices also involves the creation of social 
categories of difference." (Omi and Winant 2015)

MIXED RACE
"'mixed-race' identity: To consider an individual or group as 
'multiracial' or mixed race presupposes the existence of clear, 
discernable, and discrete races that have subsequently been 
combined to create a hybrid, or perhaps mongrel, identity." (Omi 
and Winant 2015)
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WHERE DOES THE 
RESEARCH GO FROM HERE?
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