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Abstract

This presentation explores children's war drawings as forms of testimony, focusing on their
treatment within legal and archival contexts. Drawing on a collection of Ukrainian children's war
art curated by the author, it argues that much of the drawings' testimonial potential is diminished
when they are mobilized primarily for purposes of legal accountability. While the use of
children's drawings in judicial proceedings may contribute to establishing responsibility for
wartime crimes, it often does so at the cost of subordinating individual experiences to the
requirements of legal evidence. In this process, children's visual accounts are mediated through
expert interpretation and valued chiefly for their capacity to provide factual information rather
than as accounts of lived experience.

The presentation builds its argument focusing on treatment of Darfuri children's drawings
accepted by the International Criminal Court as corroborative evidence of crimes committed by
Sudanese forces. It concludes by reflection how and why archives offer an alternative avenue for
pursuing justice through the construction of public memory, fostering empathy and antiwar
engagement, and educating future generations about the human consequences of armed conflict.
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