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Research question:
“The purpose of this exploratory study is to determine the 
perceived and experienced barriers that archivists are 
encountering when conducting or thinking about adopting 
reparative archival practices. We are also seeking to 
understand why and why not archivists are undertaking 
reparative initiatives in archives and special collections 
repositories.”



METHODOLOGY
● Anonymous survey conducted January-February 2023

○ Quantitative and qualitative questions
○ Approved by multiple university IRBs

● Two track survey logic for the question:
○ Are you currently undertaking reparative archival work?

● 375 responses
○ 207 were complete responses

■ 165 yes currently undertaking reparative archival work
■ 42 no not currently undertaking reparative archival work

○ 168 incomplete responses were removed 



Findings: demographics



Findings: What work is/is not being done



Findings: what Archivists think reparative work IS?
Reparative archival work is…

“…changing outdated language.”

“…redescribing, repatriating, and 
otherwise restoring voice/agency to 
groups that have been silenced by 
biased or bigoted 
archival/historiographical 
practices.”

“…rethink[ing] collecting and access 
practices that center source 
communities and individuals.”

“…[a] transient political trend.”



Findings: Major barriers to Reparative Work



Findings: Needs and Resources



Findings: Needs and Resources
Top Needs

● Non-contingent staffing
● Guidelines & training: 

alternative thesauri, cultural 
competency training, style 
guides, toolkits, collaborative 
community-driven standards

● Funding to support training, 
recruiting, and retaining 
archivists from diverse 
backgrounds



Takeaways
● Reparative work IS redescription [at least right now…]
● Biggest constraint: STAFF & TIME 

○ Side finding: The archival profession is facing a capacities 
cliff

● A lot of energy around reparative practice, but 
archivists are unsure where or how to start.
○ Desire for clear guidance. 

● Survey data captured a moment in time.
○ After surge of interest & activity following 2020
○ Before the widespread attacks on DEIA initiatives 

in Spring 2023


