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Abstract

This presentation demonstrates how archival objects can be used as interactive teaching tools to
engage health science students in the historical, ethical, and social dimensions of medicine.
Drawing on materials from LSU Health Shreveport’s collections, including 19th-century medical
instruments, a doctor’s house call kit, Civil War surgical tools, and polio-era photographs, the
project shows how material culture can make medical history immediate, legible, and relevant.
These objects reveal that medical innovation was rarely neat or linear. Instead, it often emerged
through improvisation, urgency, and scarcity.

By pairing archival objects with scenario cards, a libguide, and virtual or physical exhibit
strategies, this approach creates a repeatable model for instruction that moves beyond traditional
archival access. Medical students and educators are invited to consider not only how
practitioners responded to crisis, but also how historical materials can illuminate disparities in
care, including segregated polio wards and unequal access to treatment. In this way, the archives
become active teaching tools rather than passive repositories.

The project also highlights the value of archives within professional education, demonstrating
how collections can support interdisciplinary learning, broaden access to underused materials,
and deepen students’ understanding of medicine’s past. By engaging directly with these objects,
students develop a more nuanced view of innovation as a human response to constraint, and they
are encouraged to interrogate whose stories are preserved, whose are marginalized, and how that
shapes medical knowledge.
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