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Abstract
The early 2020s have been years of great change across the United States – amid a global
pandemic, George Floyd’s murder by police in Minneapolis focused national and worldwide
attention on police brutality and anti-Black violence, and the subsequent spate of protests around
the world marked a shift in institutional acceptability of Black Lives Matter as a strategic priority
rather than a “fringe” or radical view. Over the past decade or so, there has been a steady
increase of publications on the relationship between justice and archives, but there has not been
localized, in-depth systematic studies of challenges to implementing and engaging in social,
reparative, and restorative justice as an archival imperative within institutional settings.
Academic archives in particular have begun to grapple with the legacies of slavery that built and
funded many academic institutions, and how this past continues to echo today.

This presentation will cover early findings from Caitlin Christian-Lamb’s dissertation research,
which focuses on the intersections of social, reparative, and restorative justice and archival
practice in academic archives settings. Methods include interviews with academic archivists
working on justice projects at their institutions, as well as participant observation and interview
data from one central academic institution case study.

This research aims to provide a snapshot in time, reflecting on archives’ challenges in
implementing justice as an archival lens and examining the ways in which American archivy is
changing rapidly in the early 2020s, including recognizing that the base of archival theory and
practice for decades has reinforced white privilege. In capturing this moment, I aim to provide a
“gut-check” at a critical time in archival theory and practice, illustrating how concepts of justice
are implemented (or not) on the ground.
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