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Abstract

For more than thirty years, archivists have increasingly adopted practices and perspectives that
seek to redress harmful exclusionary archival legacies rooted in structural white supremacist and
colonizing frameworks. Building on existing models, I have developed a diversity audit tool that
allows archivists to benchmark where they stand when it comes to diversity and the collections
for which they are responsible. This tool differs from other available approaches in that it does
not require detailed analysis of existing description, is practical for a variety of archival
repositories, and allows for a more or less rigorous evaluation according to the tool user’s
preferences. It uniquely incorporates appraisal and discoverability alongside description,
recognizing that archival collections are the core from which archival services and programming
extend. While the rubric emphasizes representation, it reflects the interconnectedness of DEIA
principles, ultimately supporting broader goals to ameliorate cultural bias and prejudice in
archival practice. In the presentation I will relate the process I followed to develop the tool and
the results of its application to Institute of Jazz Studies collections.
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