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Abstract 

As digital collections grow exponentially in scale and complexity, the archival profession must 
grapple with the opportunities and challenges presented by artifi cial intelligence (AI) and 
machine learning (ML). The AI for Access study seeks to understand how U.S. archival workers 
are currently using, or planning to use, AI/ML tools to facilitate access to digital archival 
materials. While AI/ML adoption in archives has thus far been limited to specifi c functions, the 
evolving landscape necessitates a more sophisticated and nuanced understanding of these 
technologies. 

This study comprises a literature review on AI/ML and generative AI applications in archival 
settings, as well as a survey distributed to archival professionals across the U.S. The survey 
collected both quantitative and qualitative data on current and planned AI/ML adoption, as well 
as perceptions of these tools' potential benefi ts and limitations. Findings from this study will 
contribute to a white paper or journal article offering practical insights and recommendations for 
the archival community. 

By demystifying AI/ML applications in archives, this research empowers practitioners to make 
informed decisions, advocate for responsible AI adoption, and address challenges that hinder 
implementation. The fi ndings will also contribute to broader advocacy efforts within SAA, 
particularly in crafting policies that protect archival work and labor in an AI-driven future. This 
session will present key takeaways from the study, highlighting how archives are navigating the 
intersection of AI and archival access while centering professional values such as equity, 
transparency, ethical implications, and environmental impacts. Speaker Biographies 
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