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Abstract
The semantics of the Dublin Core DCMIType vocabulary terms can be confusing. The current
study investigates the semantics and use of one particular term within the DCMIType
vocabulary, 'PhysicalObject'. The records investigated are available via the Open Language
Archive Community. The findings are consistent with other literature investigating the use of
'PhysicalObject' – that confusion abounds with indexers/catalogers. This study goes beyond an
analysis of the current usage by proposing a semantically valid use case for the vocabulary term
within records for data providers using Dublin Core, OAI-PMH, and the OLAC application
profile.
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