
PROTECCT-GLAM: Providing Risk of The Environment’s Changing
Climate Threats for Galleries, Libraries, Archives & Museums
EDWARD BENOIT III, JILL TREPANIER, EMILY FISHER, ANNIE WADDELL,
JENNIFER VANOS

Abstract
More than ever before, cultural heritage institutions must assess their unique climate
change-related threats to their collections and missions as part of their overall disaster and
emergency management plans. PROTECCT-GLAM is a three-year IMLS-funded project to
develop a national categorical climate change risk assessment scale for galleries, libraries,
archives, and museums (GLAMs) through a geographic information system (GIS) analysis of
existing climate change threats and models. The scale will help repositories identify their
associated risks from a changing climate and direct a future research agenda toward meeting
GLAM’s specific challenges. The research addresses the following questions: What are the
climate change-related risks most likely to provide threats to GLAMs? How can climate change
risk for GLAMs be understood as a categorical scale when combining those threats most likely
to need significant consideration? What are the GLAM-specific climate change challenges? The
national scale of this project allows us insight into how climate threats vary across space,
providing GLAM-specific information to assist in future preparedness. This presentation will
highlight the project’s initial risk assessment scale, discuss its development, and how it will be
utilized moving forward.
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