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Abstract 
Local historical societies play a critical role in preserving community memory, yet many remain 
chronically underfunded and structurally unsupported. Drawing on professional experience, this 
presentation examines how these organizations often operate without trained archival staff, 
relying instead on retired volunteers and community members to carry out essential preservation 
work. In some cases, collections are stored in informal or inadequate environments, while in 
others, institutions may have financial resources but lack staff with archival training to manage 
and provide access to materials effectively. 
While these efforts reflect deep local commitment, they also reveal a significant gap in the 
archival field. Limited staffing capacity restricts the ability of historical societies to adopt best 
practices, manage digital records, or successfully compete for grants. These challenges are not 
incidental; they are reinforced by funding models and grant structures that privilege larger, 
professionalized institutions, effectively excluding many community-based repositories, 
particularly those serving underrepresented communities. 
This presentation argues that the underfunding of historical societies is not simply a resource 
issue, but a systemic inequity that demands greater attention from the profession. Organizations 
such as the Society of American Archivists (SAA) have not fully addressed the needs of these 
institutions, despite their central role in preserving local cultural heritage. 
In response, this talk calls for targeted capacity-building support, more equitable funding 
frameworks, and sustained advocacy to ensure the long-term preservation of community-based 
archives. 
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As a woman living in diaspora, I found my way into archive when I left my home country. I 
saved all my letters that I exchanged with my parents and friends. The only item that I brought 
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Recently, the social media connected me to my classmate in our high school and shared the 
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