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Overview 



What is a Palestinian 
community archive?

A collection of records created, 
curated, or appraised by the 
Palestinian community about a 
variety of topics within a 
Palestinian context.



Institutional/Government Community

Access - Travel restrictions limit access to analog materials
- Incorrectly categorized/described
- Records in Israel mostly in Hebrew

- Mostly online with open access
- Interfaces typically in Arabic/English/Hebrew

Preservation - Analog materials under constant physical threat
- Limited preservation practices (physical and digital)
- Additional funding needed for preservation

- Digitized records less vulnerable to physical threats
- Limited preservation practices (physical and digital)
- Additional funding and training needed for 

preservation

Fragmentation - Physical attacks lead to fragmented/destroyed 
collections

- Records scattered in repositories around Palestine and 
in the diaspora

- Few finding aids or links between collections

- Potential to link digital collections
- Few finding aids
- Difficult to locate collections on the internet

Ownership - Institutions retain ownership - Palestinians usually retain ownership of records
- Ownership increases sense of identity

Description - Institutions determine description of records
- Incorrect/insufficient description and categorization of 

records

- Palestinians able to contribute to description of 
records

Comparing Factors of Palestinian Collections 



Additional benefits 
of community 
archives

• Builds unity within 
community

• Strengthens sense of 
identity and resiliency

• Empowers youth to own 
their story
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Palestinian 
Community 
Archives List
(Survey) 

Distribution: Academic organizations, cultural heritage 
organizations, museums and historical societies (mostly located 
within US and Palestine)

Submissions: 20 (currently)

Data gathered:
• Name of archive
• Nature of collection
• Website URL
• Interface language
• Physical location
• General subject of material
• Creation date
• Contact information
• Additional notes
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Continuing 
the survey…

Survey will continue to be available for 
submissions

Results can be requested on an ongoing 
basis

Valuable resource for community 
access and research



https://khazaaen.org/ar/collections/8902

Khazaaen
Established
2016

Collection
Approximately 12,000+ digitized records from 
the Ottoman, British Mandate, and Palestinian 
periods

Initiative
Documents Arab daily life through the 
contributions of ephemeral materials from 
the community

Successes
• Multiple collection sites
• Active social media presence

Challenges
• More volunteers and financial support to 

process 100,000+ records



Haifa Feminist Institute
Established
2007

Initiative
Documents feminist activity of all women in 
Israel from the 1970s and the ongoing 
contributions of women

Successes
• Expanding Arabic materials
• Community events increase dialogue 

surrounding the archive

Challenges
• Achieving equal representation of Jewish 

and Palestinian women in the collection
• Need for Arabic language volunteers
• Collaboration amid political tensions



Additional 
Research

Arabic
• Translate survey into Arabic
• Search for more community archives on the internet in Arabic
• Distribute survey and network in Arabic

Expand survey distribution
• Academic organizations, cultural heritage organizations, museums 

and historical societies worldwide

Social media groups
• Search for Palestinian community archives that exist on social media 

Palestinian community archives
• Expanding comparative analysis of critical factors
• How to generate awareness
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Thanks for coming!
Feel free to contact me

lldaly12@gmail.com

for questions, collaboration, access 
to survey results or interest in 

helping to distribute the survey.
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