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Introduction

Society of American Archivists' Core Values 
Statement on Sustainability: 

Caring for collections and serving 
communities—along with developing 

acquisition, processing, storage, and service 
models—must necessarily involve an ongoing 
awareness of the impact of archival work on 

the environment.



Background

"Our Footprint," Penn State Sustainability Institute: https://sustainability.psu.edu/campus-efforts/climate-
action/our-footprint/

https://sustainability.psu.edu/campus-efforts/climate-action/our-footprint/


Results

**Complete data and calculations for this inventory are available in an Excel spreadsheet.



Emissions per square foot

**The second column is a known calculation error, described more fully in the report.



Science Park Library Annex

• Opened in 2018
• 7200 sq ft storage
• 35,000 lf capacity
• 65% filled (~23,000 lf)
• Building also contains

separate human-occupied space



Source: Penn State University, Office of Physical Plant, EnergyCAP application.



Sources: Penn State University, Office of Physical Plant, EnergyCAP application; 
PA State Climatologist.



Source: Penn State University Libraries, eClimateNotebook data.



Results

• $140,867 / 23,000 lf = $6.12 per lf
• 512 mtco2e = 1,024,000 pounds
• 1,024,000 / 23,000 lf = 

44.5 pounds CO2e per lf over study period





IPI Sustainable Storage recommendations

• System shutdowns
• Seasonal setpoints
• System setbacks
• Adjusting fan speed
• Outside air reduction





Thanks for listening!

• PSU Libraries GHG Inventory full report and 
data available here:
https://bit.ly/3LxAxsr

• Science Park Library Annex analysis still in 
development 

https://bit.ly/3LxAxsr
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