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INTRODUCTION
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● Th e  a u t h o rs  a s  Lib ra ry a n d  In fo rm a t ion  p ro fe ssion a ls  w h o  

w e re  b o rn  a n d  ra ise d  in  Ch in a  a n d  n ow  live  in  t h e  Un it e d  

St a t e s

People embrace by a makeshift memorial to 
shooting victims outside Gold Spa in Atlanta on 
March 20.



RELATED WORK
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● St u d ie s  a rg u in g  u n d e rre p re se n t e d  com m u n it ie s  ca n  b e  le ss  

vis ib le , m isre p re se n t e d , o r e ve n  d e p re c ia t e d  in  t h e  cu lt u ra l 

re co rd s (Ad le r e t  a l., 20 17; Dob re ski, Q in  & Re sn ick, 20 19)

● P ra c t ica l g u id a n ce  fo r re e xa m in in g  a n d  re m e d ia t in g  

co lle c t ion s a b ou t  o r c re a t e d  b y m a rg in a lize d  com m u n it ie s  

(e .g ., t h e  An t i-Ra c is t  De sc rip t ion  Re sou rce s  b y An t ra co li e t  a l., 

20 20 )

● W ork t h a t  focu s on  re p re se n t a t ion  issu e s  o f Ch in e se  cu lt u re s  

in  Am e rica n  cu lt u ra l in st it u t ion s re m a in  sca rce . 



RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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● How  a re  h is t o rica l Ch in e se  s t u d e n t s  re p re se n t e d  in  t h e  

Un ive rsit y o f Illin o is  (U o f I) Arch ive s?  

● How  ca n  w e  s t rive  fo r m ore  cu lt u ra lly se n sit ive  w a ys t o  

re p re se n t  h is t o rica l Ch in e se  U o f I s t u d e n t s?
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Exa m in in g  re p re se n t a t ion : id e n t ifyin g where a n d  how Ch in e se  
s t u d e n t s  (from  190 4  t o  1920 ) “a p p e a r” in  t h e  a rch ive s  t h rou g h  a
critical lens

Re p re se n t a t ion  in  t w o  “sp a ce s”:

RESEARCH DESIGN

Space 2: Representations in tools/systems supplied by the 
archives to provide access to primary sources 
(e.g., item descriptions, finding aids, guides)

Space 1: Representations in primary sources held by the archives 
(e.g., yearbooks, correspondence)
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DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

Consult with U of I Archives: 
● Navigate collections, develop search 

strategy

Analyze data:
Cultural sensitivity of proper nouns, 
phrasing, inclusion/exclusion, etc.
(Qualitative, inductive)

Synthesize findings:
“Model” of issues in 
representation

Search in holdings: 

• Daily Illini digital full text collection
• Illini Everywhere blog posts

• Individuals by name + groups (e.g., Chinese 
Students’ Club)

• Some examined collections:

Consult SynthesizeSearch Analyze



ISSUES IN REPRESENTATION

INACCURACIES INCONSISTENCIES INAPPROPRIATENESS

PRIMARY 
SOURCES

ARCHIVES -
GENERATED 

CONTENT

DISCOVERABILITY & ENGAGEMENT 
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A social justice issue



INACCURACIES

Retrieved March 27, 2022 from https://archon.library.illinois.edu/index.php?p=digitallibrary/digitalcontent&id=9034
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The description page 
of a digitized 
photograph of C. C. 
Wang from the 
archives 

https://archon.library.illinois.edu/index.php?p=digitallibrary/digitalcontent&id=9034
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INCONSISTENCIES

Teng’s entry in University of Illinois Annual 
Register 1913-1914, p. 576. From U of I 
Archives, RS 25/3/801. Retrieved from 
http://hdl.handle.net/10111/UIUCOCA:annua
lregister19131914univ

Teng’s entry in University of Illinois Annual 
Register 1914-1915, p. 529. From U of I 
Archives, RS 25/3/801. Retrieved from 
http://hdl.handle.net/10111/UIUCOCA:annualr
egister19141915univ

Information about Kwangtang Teng in blog post 
“Illini Everywhere: Chinese Illini, Since 1906.” 

Retrieved from https://www.library.illinois.edu/slc/illini-everywhere/chinese-illini/

http://hdl.handle.net/10111/UIUCOCA:annualregister19131914univ
http://hdl.handle.net/10111/UIUCOCA:annualregister19141915univ
https://www.library.illinois.edu/slc/illini-everywhere/chinese-illini/


INAPPROPRIATENESS
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Article from the Daily Illini (25 Sep 1912), title has the phrase “forty-five Orientals registered.”
Retrieved from https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=DIL19120925.2.20&e=-------en-20--1--img-txIN----------

Terms that are deemed 
culturally insensitive 
today occasionally 
appeared

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=DIL19120925.2.20&e=-------en-20--1--img-txIN----------
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Illio Yearbook profile of Hua Ching Ou and its caption in blog post “Illini 
Everywhere: Chinese Illini, Since 1906.” 
Retrieved from https://www.library.illinois.edu/slc/illini-everywhere/chinese-illini/

Tre a t in g  t h e  se co n d  
ch a ra c t e r o f t h e  firs t  
n a m e a s a  m id d le  
n a m e w h e n  
in it ia lizin g  n a m e s

INAPPROPRIATENESS

https://www.library.illinois.edu/slc/illini-everywhere/chinese-illini/


● Collect more information about students and students organizations 
● De ve lop  re com m e n d a t ion s fo r in fo rm a t ion  p ro fe ssion a ls
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NEXT STEPS
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