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Abstract

Conferences provide an essential venue for archival professionals, educators, and students to
network, collaborate, and share insights into current priorities, challenges, and themes. This
study seeks to understand the field’s evolving trends by conducting a content analysis
(Krippendorff, 2013) of conference papers, presentations, and panels presented between 2018-
2021 at national and regional conferences organized by the Society of American Archivists, New
England Archivists, Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference, Midwest Archives Conference,
Society of Southwest Archives, Northwest Archivists. Not only will this research provide
broader insight into the change and continuity of topics, priorities, and challenges in the field
over time, thereby suggesting what topics the field collectively finds most vital, but by spanning
the pandemic it will also explore how this global event impacted the focus of the field and the
sheer number of papers, presentations, and panels included. Additionally, a content analysis of
professional venues provides a useful data point to be juxtaposed with graduate syllabi to
determine the level of thematic alignment between professional and educational perspectives.
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